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Dogdugum topraklar olan Mardin’i her ziyaret edi¥imde
farkli duygular hissettirmistir bu biyiilu sehir bana. Mardin’e
bir gidisimde Tur Abdin bolgesinde bulunan bir¢ok manastir-
dan biri olan, sehrin kiiltiirel ve tarthsel yapisint gozler online
seren Mor Malke Manastiri'ni ziyaret ettim. Manastir’da gor-
diiklerim ve oradaki rahiplerin anlattiklart beni ¢cok duygulan-
dirdi. Bu gordiiklerimi cevremle paylagmak icin herhangi bir
kitapcigin olup olmadigini sordum. Boyle bir kitapcigin su
ana kadar yazilmis olmadigini soylediler. Ben de kendilerinin
rizast dogrultusunda bu ise talip oldum. Cok sevindiler. El-
lerindeki belge ve bilgilerin fotokopilerini verdiler. Bu belge
ve bilgilerin fotokopilerini alarak Mardin Horiepiskoposu
Gabriyel Akyitiz e ilettim. Bu belgeler dogrultusunda bir kitap
yazmasini rica ettim. Bu 1stegimi severek kabul etti.

Bu kitap, ilk baskisinda Tiirkce ve Ingilizce olarak
basilmistir. Ikinci baskisi istek iizerine Siiryanice eklenerek 3
dilde basild.

Beni etkileyen Mor Malke 'nin hayatinin ve manastirinin
tarth¢esinin yazilmasinda emegi gecen Turabdin Metropoliti
Mor Timotheos Samuel Aktas’a, manastir basrahibi Iso Atas.
rahip Aziz Celik ve yazdiklariyla hepimizi bilgilendiren Hori-
episkopos Gabriyel Akyiiz'e ve tim emegi gecenlere de ayri
ayrt tesekkir ederim.

Liitfi Ozkok



ITHAF

Aziz Mor Malke’ye adas olmasindan dolayi, 24 Subat
1993 tarihinde Siiryani Kadim Patrigi Moran Mor Ignati-
yos I. Zakka Ayvaz tarafindan Istanbul Abrasiyesi icin pa-
pazlik mertebesine yiikseltilen. Siiryani Kilisesi'ni, toplu-
munu, cemaatini ¢ok seven ve o tarthten bugiine dek gore-
vini en 1y1 sekilde yiiriiten biraderim Papaz Mclke Akyiiz'e
ithat ediyorum.

DEDICATION

This book i1s dedicated to my brother Father
Malke Akyuz who was ordained as a priest for the
Syriac Church in Istanbul by his Holliness Mor
[gnatius Zakka [.was [. Patriarch of Antioch and All
The East, on February 24h 1993, Father Malke is
well known for his love and dedication for his
Church, community and country.



YAZARIN BIYOGRAFISI

1959 yilinda Mardin ilinin Midyat il¢esine bagh Bakiysan
/Alagoz Koyii'nde dogdu. 11kogrenimini 1970 te kendi ko-
yiinde bitirdikten hemen sonra Siiryanice 0grenimini almak
tizere Mor Gabriyel Manastiri'na gitti. Orta dereceli egiti-
mini de Nusaybin ve Mardin’de bitirdi. Bunun yani sira Is-
tanbul-Fono Mektupla Ogretim Kurumu Ingilizce 2. Kursu

ve SOON BIBLE COURSE-ENGLAND adli Incil Kur-
su'nu Ingilizce olarak bitirdi.

Nusaybin-Odabagt Koyt Kilisesi'nde, kilise 6gretmeni
ve diyakos olarak 8 yi1l hizmet verdikten sonra Turabdin ve
Mardin Siiryani Kadim Abrasiye Metropoliti Mor Timothe-
os Samuel AKTAS, Mardin Siiryani Kadim cemaatinin ru-
hani reisi Rahip Cebrail Allaf ve Yonetim Kurulu'nun iste-
g1 tizerine Mardin Siiryani Kadim (Ortodoks) cemaatine 10
Mart 1985 tarithinde Metropolit Samuel AKTAS tarafindan
papazlik riitbesiyle takdis edildi.

Kadasetli Patrigimiz Moran Mor Ignatiyos 1. Zakka Ay-
vaz'in emirleri dogrultusunda 4 Mayis 2003 tarihinde Mar-
din Metropoliti Mor Filiiksinos Saliba OZMEN tarafindan
Horiepiskoposluk riitbesiyle terfi edildi. Halen Mardin
Kirklar Kilisesi'nde gorev yapmaktadir.
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lizce ve Kiirtge olmak iizere 6 dil bilmektedir.



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

horepiscopus Gabriyel Akyuz was born in 1959 at
Cthe village of Bequsyone (Alagoz), which is in the

province of Mardin. After completing his primary
education in his village, he went to Mor Gabriel
Monastery, where he received religious training in Syriac.
He completed his secondary education in Nusaybin and
Mardin. He also took correspondence courses in English

and Bible with a school in England.

After serving as a Sunday school teacher and deacon
at the Church of Mor Abrohom of Igunduke di'lto
(Odabashi) village in the vicinity of Nusaybin for eight
years, he was ordained a priest for Mardin by His
Eminence Mor Timotheos Samuel Aktash, the
Metropolitan of Turabdin, on March 10th, 1985. His
ordination was at the request of Rabban Cebrail Allaf,
the spiritual leader of the Syriac community in Mardin.

On recommendation of His Holiness, Patriarch Mor
[gnatius Zakka I.was I., Father Akyiiz was elevated to the
position of chorepiscopus on May 4th, 2003, by His
Eminence Mor Philoxenos Saliba Ozmen, the
Metropolitan of Mardin. He currently serves at the
Church of the Forty Martyrs in Mardin.



Chorepiscopus Gabriyel Akyliz 1s a prolific writer
and translator. His other works include History of
Deyrulzafaran Monastery (1997), Mor Ya'qub Church of
Nusaybin and the School of Nusaybin (1997), Syriac
Music (1997), Syriac Philosophic Poets (1997), History
of the Churches and Monasteries around the Center of
Mardin and its Villages (1998), The Intercession of Saints
(translated from Syriac and Arabic into Turkish, 1998),
History of the Virgin Mary's Church of Diyarbakir (1999).
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Mor Ya'qub of Serugh (translated from Syriac into
Turkish, (2000). The Religion of the Yezidies (translated
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Village (2004).
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Akyiiz masters six different languages. such as Syriac,
Turkish, Arabic, Ottoman Turkish, English, and Kurdish.



ONSOZ

bir yer tutan Turabdin Bolgesi, 13 Mayis 2004 tari-
hinde Deyrulzafaran Manastiri’'n1 ziyaret eden An-
takya Siiryani Ortodoks Kiirsiisii Patrigi Moran Mor [gna-
tiyos 1. Zakka Ayvaz’in yaptigi konusmasinda; " Turabdin
Siiryaniler icin ikinci Kudiis’tiir." ifadesi iizerine bolge-

T arihsel ve dinsel yapilariyla diinya tarihinde onemli

mizin dinsel agidan degeri daha da artmustur.

Ayrica tarihsel mekanlara son yillarda gosterilen yogun
ilgiden Mardin de payina diiseni almis, bolgemizi ziyaret
eden turistlerin sayisinda onemli artislar kaydedilmistir.
Mardin’de turistlerin 1lgi gosterdigi tarthsel mekanlarin ba-
sinda da kilise ve manastirlarimiz gelmektedir. Ancak, tu-
rizinde yasanan bu olumlu gelisme, beraberinde bazi sikin-
tilar1 da dogurmus, daha dogrusu birkez daha giinytiziine
¢ikmasina vesile olmustur. Bolgeyi ziyaret eden bir ¢ok
yerli ve yabanci turist bilgi yetersizliginden ve yapit yoklu-
gundan yakinmaktadir. Bir mekanin tarihgesi bilindiginde
o mekana daha da 6nem verilecegi kesindir. Bu tiir yerlerin
tarth¢elerini her ne kadar Siiryaniler tarafindan biliniyorsa
da yeterli degildir. Bu tiir bilgilerin baskalariyla paylasil-
masi ve diger dillere de ¢evrilmesi insanhifin ve hosgorii-
niin bir gorevi ve geregi oldugunu diisiincesindeyim.



Bolgedeki diger kilise ve manastirlar gibi Mor Malke
Manastiri da her yil on binlerce kisi tarafindan ziyaret edil-
mektedir.

Istanbul Siiryani cemaatimiz de bu ziyaretcilerin arasin-
da yer almaktadir. 2004 yilinin baharinda Mor Malke Ma-
nastirini biiyiik bir inangla ziyaret eden Liitfi OZKOK, Ma-
nastirt yiirekten sevdigini ve rahiplerin yasantisindan ol-
dukg¢a etkilendiginr soyledi. Mardin’t ziyaretinde Siryani-
ce yazilan Aziz Mor Malke 'nin yasam oykiusiiniin fotoko-
pisini elinde tutarak Kirklar Kilisesi’ne geldigine tanik ol-
duk. Birbirimizin hal ve hatirini sorduktan sonra Mor Mal-
ke Manastiri’nin tarthgesini yazmanmn ve bu ¢alismada adi
gecen azizin yasam oykiisiinii oldugu gibi bu ¢alismaya da-
hil etmemi 1stedi. Siiryani cemaatimizin bu tiir kutsal ve ta-
rihi mekanlar ziyaret etineleri, ayakta tutmalar ve yasat-
malar1 sevindiricidir. Hele bu kadim kiiltiirtin ve tarthin ge-
lecek nesillere aktarilmasi ve yazilmasi istemeleri daha da
umut vericidir. Liitfi Ozkok’iin boyle bir talepte bulunmast
beni sevindirdr ve duygulandirdi. Bundan dolayr onun iste-
gini memnuniyetle kabul ettim.

Manastir hakkinda mustakil bir ¢alisma yapmaya karar
verdigimde once manastirda gorevli rahiplerle goriisiip bu
fikrimi onlarla paylastim. Onlardan manastirla ilgili bilgileri
ve kaynaklarini benimle paylasmalarini da istedim. Dogrusu
bu yardim talebime olumsuz cevap almam beni ziyadesiyle
tizdi. Clinku manastir yillar once uzun bir siire harap halde
kalmis ve bu siire icerisinde kaynak olarak degerlendirilebi-
lecek biitiin her sey kaybolmustu. Ozellikle 1926-1950 yilla-
r1 arasinda manastir neredeyse tamamen yok olmustur.



Manastirin tarthiyle ilgilt bilgi alisverisinde bulunduk-
tan sonra kaynak aramaya ve toplamaya c¢alistim. Siiryani
edebiyatinda azizlerin, sehitlerin ve diger onemli kisilerin
yasam oykileriin ¢cok onemli bir yer tuttugu tartisilmaz bir
konudur. Bu gercekten hareketle, Aziz Mor Malke’nin ya-
sam Oykistintin biittintiyle Turk¢e’ye ¢cevirmesi 1¢in oglum
Isa Akyiiz’ii gorevlendirdim. Oykiiyii oldugu gibi Siiryani-
ce’den Tiirkce ye ¢cevirdi. Yardimlarindan dolayi kendisine
cok tesekkiir ederim. Daha sonra da Manastir’daki kitabe-
ler1 arastirdim, bazi kisilerle roportajlar yaptim ve gereken
sozlu bilgilert de derledim. Biitiin bu bilgiler neticesinde
elinizdeki bu c¢alisma ortaya cikti. Burada sunu ifade et-
mem gerekiyor ki topladigimiz bu bilgilere ragmen manas-
tirla 1lgil kaynaklar yok denecek kadar azdir. Bu kitap, cok
kisa olmasina ragmen manastirt konu edinen tek calisma-
dir. Bu haliyle bile, Manastir ziyaret eden misafirlere fay-
dali ve tatmin edici bilgiler sunabiliyor 1sem kendimi bah-
tiyar ve mutlu sayacagim.

Bu kitap¢igin yazilmasi diisiincesini ortaya atan ve an-
nest Miksi'ye Semeni ve babasi Miksi Bahdi’nin aziz hati-
rasi 1¢in kitabin basilmasinin finansmanini saglayan Siirya-
ni Kilisemizin bir iiyesi olan isadami Sayn Liitfi Ozkok’e
en derin sevgilerimi iletiyorum. 9 Aralik 2004

Horiepiskopos Gabriyel AKYUZ
Mardin Siiryani Kadim
(Ortodoks) Kilisesi Ruhanisi

Not: Bu kitabin 1lk baskist bittikten sonra, Siiryanice 'si de
eklenerek ikinci baskisinin yapilmast yukarida adi gegen Kkisi
tarafindan finanse edildi.



PREFACE

Turabdin occupies a special place in the history of the
world due to 1ts religious and architectural uniqueness.
"Turabdin is the second Jerusalem for Syriac people,”
said His Holiness, Patriarch Mor Ignatius Zakka [.was 1.,
in a speech delivered during his visit to Deyrulzafaran on
May 13th, 2004. And his catchy remark has aroused more
and more mterest in Turabdin’s legacy.

Not only Turabdin has become the focus of attention,
but so has Mardin. It is said that over the past few years
the number of visitors to Mardin's historicatl sites is on the
increase. The places that draw most tourists are ancient
Syriac churches and monasteries. However, these positive
signs should not blind us to the fact that written materials
about the history of Syriac culture are both inadequate and
unavailable; therefore. tourists often complain that the his-
tory of our region 1s not well documented. | strongly
believe 1t 1s our responsibility that we share our
knowledge of the history and culture of Turabdin and
Mardin with the rest of the world by publishing books,
monographs, and booklets in different languages.

Mor Malke Monastery is one of those magnificent
churches and monasteries visited by thousands of visitors
every year. Among those who visit Mor Malke Monastery
are members of our Syriac community i Istanbul, Turkey.
Lutfi Ozkok, a successful businessman and a member of



the Syriac Orthodox community, who visited our
monastery in the spring of 2004, spoke with enthusiasm
about the monastery and praised its priests. While visiting
Mardin. Mr. Ozkok came to the Church of the Forty
Martyrs with a photocopy of the life of Mor Malke in
Syriac. After enquiring about our wellbeing, he asked me
to write the history of Mor Malke Monastery, including its
saint's biography. 1 was very moved by Mr. Ozkok's
request. Even though members of our Syriac community
keep touring the region of Turabdin, but raising the profile
of our ancient churches and monasteries requires
disseminating accurate information throughout the media
and publishing books to help educate the next generation
of our people, as well as international tourists.

After deciding to write an independent study on Mor
Malke Monastery, I met with the Rabban Isho Atash, the
abbot of the monastery, and talked to him about my
objective. I asked him to let me have access to the
documents and references available in the monastery.
Unfortunately, he gave a negative answer to my request,
explaining that the old documents vanished when the

monastery was falling to pieces, especially between the
years 1926-1950.

Later, I had to gather facts about the history of the
monastery through a number of elderly people familiar
with the region. It is a fact that biographies of saints,
martyrs, and historical figures have always been part of
Syriac hiterature. Therefore, I asked my son, Isa Akyiiz, to
translate the biography of Mor Malke from Syriac into



Turkish. He eventually translated the entire story, and to
him I owe a debt of gratitude. After examining the
inscriptions of the monastery, I interviewed many people
and collected bits of verbal information, as a result of
which this book gradually came into being. Irrespective
of my extensive research, I must admit the references
dealing with the monastery are quite sketchy. Even
though this is not a detailed and thorough study of Mor
Malke Monastery, | hope it will prove to be useful and
informative to the visitors of the monastery.

[ would like to express my sincere gratitude to the
members of the Syriac Orthodox Church for their support.
I am also grateful to the honorable businessman, Lutfi
Ozkok, for drawing my attention to the necessity of
writing this book. It 1s worth mentioning that the
publication of Mor Malke Manastiri’nin Tarthges!

(The History of Mor Matke Monastery) was financed
by Mr. Ozkok in memory of his late dear father,
Bahdi, and mother, Shemeni.

Oth of December 2004

Horiepiskopos Gabriyel AKYUZ
Mardin Syrian Kadim
(Ortodoks) Church Bishop

Note: After the first edition has been finished. I have
translated 1t to Siyrac language and then it has been
puplished second time by the person mentioned.
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korumus ve degisik adlarla da olsa halkin giindeminden
diismemistir. Ik caglarda Siiryaniler’in, ‘Izlo =\ur¢” adini
verdiklert daga, orta ¢caglarda Yunanhlar ‘Masiyus’ ismini
vermiglerdir. Yakin ¢agda, Izlo daginin metropolitlik mer-
kezi Mor Malke Manastirinda olup ‘Beth-Rise =i 3=’
olarak adlandirilmistir. Beth-Rise adiyla anilan s6zkonusu
metropolitlik merkezi, 1926 yilina dek bu ismini korudu.
1926’dan sonra metropolitlik merkezi dagilmis ve Turab-
din metropolitligiyle birlestirilmistir. Bazi Siiryani kaynak-
larda ‘Giigal Dag1’ olarak gecen Izlo Dagi, giiniimiizde ise
halk arasinda ‘Raite’ veya ‘Bagoke’ olarak bilinmektedir..
Raite s6zcligiiniin, Siiryanice'deki ‘Rohitho I\ * sdzcii-
gunden turedigi diistinilmektedir. Siiryanice’de papaz veya
metropolit tarafindan yonetilen cemaat topluluguna Rohit-
ho adi verilir.

Izlo Dagy; tarihsel, dinsel, sosyo-kiiltiirel ve stratejik ol-
mak tizere dort ayr1 6zellige sahiptir.

1.1. Tarihsel Ozellikleri:

Eski Ahit’in ikinci boliimiinde yer alan Peygamber Haz-
kiyel’in kitabinda; Sur sehri i¢in yakilan agitta su climleye
yer verilmistir: "Uriinlerinin ¢esitliligi, malinin bollugun-
dan otiiri Sam seninle ticaret yapti. Mallarina karsilik sana

Helbon sarabiyla Sahar yiinii ve Uzal’dan getirilmis sarap
tekneleri verdi” (Hazkiyel: 27:18-19).

Mardin’in tarithini anlatan Roma tarih¢ilerinden Antal-
yali Ammiyanus Marcellinus; Diyarbakir-Mardin ve Nu-
saybin yolunun ‘Izale Dag1’ lizerinde, Maride ve Lorne ka-
lelert arasinda gectigini kaydeder.
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sabilmis ve 1lk halleriyle ayakta kalabilmigtir. Bu manastir-
lar, rahiplerin inzivaya cekildikleri yerlerdir. Ortagaglarda
rahiplerle dolup tasan manastirlardaki bu canhilik, ancak
20. yiizyilin ilk baslarina kadar siirebilmistir. Giinlimiizde
Mor Malke Manastir1 disinda faal manastir kalmamigtir.

Patriklik arsivimizde 22/44 sayili dosyada bulunan 5
Haziran 1895 tarihli belgeye gore: Midyat, Biseri, Nusay-
bin ve Cizre kazalarindaki rahiplerin isimlerini asagida ol-
dugu gibi vermek istiyoruz:

Mor Melke Manastiri
I-Rahip Abdallah
2-Rahip Malke

Mor Iliyo Manastir1, Habab K&yii
3-Rahip Gevriye

Habab Kilisesi
4-Rahip Yusuf

Mor Abrohom Manastiri, Bagok
5-Rahip Gevriye, Hababli
6-Rahip Lahdo, Beseriyeli
7-Rahip Gevreye, Basibrinli
8-Rahip Bihno, Midinli
9-Rahip Iso, Hababli

Mor Yakup Manastiry/Deyr-Gzalke
10-Rahip Iso
11-Rahip Saliba,
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Beth-Debe/Badibbe/Dibek Koyl Kilisesi
12-Rahip Savime,

Mor Evgin Manastiri
13-Rahip Ablahad
14-Rahip Ibrahim, Ritbetiu
15-Rahip Iso
16-Rahip Saliba

Mor Yuhanon Manastiri
17-Rahip Aho
18-Rahip Gevriye

Mor Aho Manastiri
19-Rahip Barsavmo
20-Rahip Lahdo

Arbo Koyl Kilisesi
21-Rahip Bahho

Mor Gabriyel Manastiri'ndaki rahipler
22-Rahip Iso, Midun Koyii’'nden
23-Rahip Denho, Keferbe'den
24-Rahip Gevriye, Bate’den
25-Rahip Abdo, Midun’'den
26-Rahip Yakup, Basibrin'den

Mor Abrohom Manastiri, Midyat
27-Rahip Circis Nacth
28-Rahip Gevriye
29-Rahip Yuhanon
30-Rahip Iso
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Mor Sarbel Manastiri, Midyat
31-Rahip Yuhanon

32-Rahip Barsavmo
33-Rahip Semun

Mor Lohozor Manastiri, Habisnas Koyii
34-Rahip Kermmo
35-Rasip Sabo

Meryem Ana Kilisesi, Midyat
36-Rahip Zeytun

Mor Kuryakos Kilisesi, Enhil Koyt
37-Rahip Savme (1870 yilindaki rahipler listesinde
Enhilli Rahip Savme isminde bir rahibe rastlanmaktadir,

Biiyiik bir olastlikla bu Rahip Savme “den bagkasi degildir.)

Meryem Ana Manastiri, Hah Koyt
38-Rahip Esmer

Zaz Koyt Kilisesi
39-Rahip Muse

Azag Koyl
40-Rahip Ibrahim
41-Rahip Amsih

Magar Manastiri/Mor Aho
42-Rahip Efrem

Mor Bosus Manastiri
43-Rahip Ishok
44-Rahip Gevriye, Hah Koyii'nden
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Mor Kuryakos Manastiri
45-Rahip Yusuf
46-Rahip Gevargis

Bibo Kilisesi
4’7-Rahip Murad

Duga Koyt
48-Rahip Aho
49-Rahip Melke, Yezidi

Deyr-Simsim Manastiri
50-Rahip Ablahad

Deyrulzafaran Manastiri
51-Rahip Abdulnur Efendi
52-Rahip Bisara efendi
53-Rahip Ibrahim Efendi
54-Rahip Ilyas el-Hori
55-Rahip Gabriyel
56-Rahip Malke
57-Rahip Semun
58-Rahip Said
59-Rahip Davut
60-Rahip Bisara
61-Rahip Efrem, Harputlu
62-Rahip Efrem, Urfali
63-Rahip Mansur
64-Rahip Iso
65-Rahip Abdallah Nihne
66-Rahip Circis Malke

Kadiye Koyii
67-Rahip Osyo
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Yukaridaki listeye gore; asil konumuz olan Mor Malke
Manastiri’nda metropolitle birlikte Rahip Abdallah ve Ra-
hip Malke 1sminde iki rahip daha yasamaktaydi.

1870 yilina ait ve elimizde mevcut bulunan rahiplerin
baska bir listesine gore de; Manastur’da Hababli Rahip
Aho'® bulunmaktayd: . 1888 yilina ait metropolitler liste-
sinde de adi gegen bu rahibin, 1870’ lerden sonra metropo-
litlige yiikseldigi tahmin edilmektedir.

Elimizde mevcut rahiplerin her iki listesine gore; ‘Izlo Da-
gr’nin Siiryani Kilisesi nezdinde dinsel agidan dnemi ve han-
g1 tarihe kadar faal oldugu ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Ciinkdi 1simle-
rini yazdigimiz manastirlarin cogunda rahipler yasamaktaydi.

1.3. Sosyo-Kiiltiirel Ozellikleri

Izlo Dagi’nda bulunan manastirlarm yani sira Siiryani,
Yezidi ve Kiirt koyleri de mevcuttur. Koylerimn isimleri et-
nik gruplara gore siralayacagiz.

1.3.1. Yerlesik Siiryani Koyleri
1-Mhare/Eski Hisar veya Marine Koyl
2-Sederi Koyii/Ucyol
3-Garabe Miska Koyii/Dagici
4-Badibe Koyii/Dibek
5-Arkah (Harabale) Koyii/Uckoy
6-Habab Koyii/Glizelsu
7-Arbo Koyii/Taskoy
8-Kafro Koyii/Elbegendi
9-Beth-Manhem Koyii

2- Diyarbakir ‘a Bagl Siiryanilerin Istastik Niifusu, Rahip Abdatkah Sadedi,
1870, Elyazmasi, Gersuni Alfabesi Siiryanice Liigati Arapga, sh. 205
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Harabale Koyii disinda yukaridaki listede adi gecen
koylerin tiimii ,1985’lere dogru Avrupa’nin degisik Ulkele-
rine go¢ etmislerdir. Harabale Koyii’nde halen 30 Siiryani
aile yasamakta ve son yillarda yeni evler insa etmektedir-
ler. Koyde karakol, okul ve saglik ocagi bulunmaktadir. Ki-
sin ¢cok zor sartlar altinda ulagimi saglarken, 2001 de Ko-
yiin yolu, Mor Malke Manastiri’na kadar asfaltlanmigtir.

1.3.2. Yerlesik Yezidi Koyleri
1-Kafnas / Cayirl
2-Bacine / Giiven
3-Dayvanke / Corekli
4-Koc¢ane / Kocan Mezrasi
5-Afsiye / Kaleli
6-Sikrine Mezrasi
7-Galye Sohra / Giineli

Yukarida isimlerini yazdigimiz Yezidi koyler de Siirya-
ni koyleri gibi terkedilmis ve koy sakinleri 1985’lere dog-
ru Avrupanin degisik iilkelerine go¢ etmislerdir. Ger1 do-
nis yapanlar arasinda Kafnas Koyu sahiplert bulunmakta-
dir. Onlar da koylerinde yeni evler insa etmektedirler.

1.3.3. Kiirt Miisliiman Koyleri
1-Olin
2-Barmunos (Beth-Rumanos veya Beth-Barsavm)
3-Girbe-Gallo Mezrasi
4-Kudbe Mezrasi
5-Sirincik
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Yukarida isimlerini yazdigimiz koylerde yasayan, li¢ ay-
r1 etnik ve ii¢ ayri dini gruplara bagli insanlar, birbirlerin-
den saygr ve hosgorliyii esirgememektedirler. Burada yasa-
yanlar go¢ etmeden evvel li¢ ayri bayrami kutlamaktaydi-
lar. Herkes digerinin bayramini kutlamak i¢in mutlaka koy-
lerine kadar giderdi. Ayni uygulama taziye, diigiin, stinnet,
vaftiz ve diger etkinlikler i¢in de gecerliydi.

Adi gecen li¢c ayri etnik gruba ait koyler, 1976 yilindan
baslayarak bir 1ki koy disinda ttimii degistk sebeplerden do-
layr Avrupa’nin degisik lilkelerine gog¢ ettiler. Go¢ eden
koyliler; gerek bolgeye barrg, huzur ve gliven ortammin
gelmesi, gerek devletin geri doniis yapan Stryanilere gii-
vence vermesi ve gerekse Tiirkiye'nin de Avrupa Birligine
girme asamasima gelmesi, bolgeden gocenlerin ozellikle
2003 yilindan itibaren geri dontistinti hizlandirdi. Geri do-
nenlerden bazilar kendi evlerini restore ederken, bazilari
da yeni evler insa etme yolunu segtiler. Ozellikle Kafro/El-
begendi Koyl 'nde li¢ kath kosk tarzinda, kesme tas kapla-
mali yeni evler insa ettiler. Umarim bu gelismelerin ve fa-
aliyetlerin devami gelir ve bugiin metruk olan diger koyler
de yakin bir gelecekte eski canlilifina kavusur. I1zlo Da-
gr’nda eskilerde oldugu gibi yasam ve canlilik devam eder.

1.4. I1zlo Daginin Ekonomik Ozellikleri

Izlo Daginda yasayan halkin baslica dort ana gecim kay-
nagi vardir:

1-Ormancilik

2-Hayvancilik

3-Ciftcilik

4-Bagcilik
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1.4.1. Ormancilik: Izlo Dag mese ve pelit agacindan
olusan ormanlik alanla kaplidir. Koyliler kigin 1sinma ama-
ctyla ormandan kestiklert odunlardan ihtiya¢ fazlasini sata-
rak gecinirler,

1.4.2. Hayvancilik: Izlo Dagi, hayvancilik i¢in oldukca
elverighdir. Ciinkli dagda hayvanlarin otlatilmasi i¢in hem
mera ve hem de barmacaklari magaralar bulunmaktadir.
Hayvanciliktan elde edilen gelir, ancak aileleri gecindirebi-
lecek kadardir. Evcil hayvanlarin disinda geyik ve domuz
gibi yabani hayvanlar da vardir. Avcilik da yore sakinler
icin eltarnatif bir gecim kaynagidir.

1.4.3. Ciftcilik: Dagda ekim yapilabilecek arazilerin si-
nirli olmasi nedeniyle ciftgilik pek onemli bir gelir kaynagi
sayilmasa da halk, bugday, mercimek, arpa, nohut ve diger
tiriinler1 thtiyacimi gorecek kadar iiretebilmektedir. Bu bol-
gede yetisen ve halk arasinda ragbet goren kaliteli bir ‘Ka-
mas’ titlint yetismektedir. Koyliler kendi ihtiyaclarininin
disinda fazla titiinii satarak biit¢celerine ek bir gelir elde
edebilmektedir.

1.4.4. Bagcilik: Izlo Dagi’nin etekleri bagcilik icin ol-
duk¢a uygundur. Basta da dile getirdigimiz gibi yorenin
baglar1 bugiin de linlidir. Bolgede yetisen lizim cinsine
‘Dirayso’ adi verilmekte ve bu ismin ‘Drigso’ kelimesinin
doniistimiinden ortaya ciktigi disiinilmektedir. Gorgii ta-
niklarin ifadesine gore, bu cins lizimiin tek bir salkimindan
bir sepet rahatlikla dolabilmektedir. Tarihte bu bolgenin
lizimlerinden iiretilen sira ve sarap, yer aliinda dosenen bo-
rularla Musul’a kadar vergi olarak gonderilmekteydi. ‘Di-
rayso’ tiziimleri ve kuru lziimleri, Turkiye’de benzeri yok
denilecek kadar essiz bir lezzete sahiptir. Uziimiin taneleri
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Rumlar onlari buradan da engellemek i¢in Izlo Dag1’nin do-
gu kesiminde yer alan ve ovaya hakim olan bir dagin doru-
gunda MS. 351 yilinda bir kale insa ettiler. Kale, Kostanti-
nus’un genel kurmay baskani Dimitriyus tarafindan inga
edildigi i¢cin onun adiyla anilmistir. Giineyden kuzeye dog-
ru uzayan ve 14 burcu ile 2 gozetleme kulesi bulunan kale-
nin uzunlugu 1500 metre civarindadir. Surlarinin yiiksekligi
10, burglarinin 15, gozetleme kulelerinin yiliksekligi 1se 20
metredir. Bu heybetli kaleye sadece giineydeki kapisindan
girmek miimkiindiir. Kale alaninda su sarni¢lari, tirtin depo-
lar1, oturma binalarnin kalintilar1 ve yer altt mahzenleri bu-
lunmaktadir. Sasanilerle Bizanshilar arasinda 551 yilinda
meydana gelen savasta, Sasaniler tarafindan alinan kale y1-
kilmistir. Dimitriyos Kalesi, bolgede meydana gelen savas-
larda zarar gormemesi i¢in M.S.684 yilinda Mor Gabriyel
Manastiri’nin Episkoposunun istegi dogrultusunda Turab-
din’de reislik eden Abrohom ve Lohozor isminde Stryani
iki zatin topladigr 400 usta ve 1s¢i tarafindan yeniden insa
edilmistir. Kalede uzun bir siire barindiktan sonra M.S. 751
yilinda Turabdin reisi Rumi ismindeki sahis, kaley1 oldugu
gibi biitiin evleriyle birlikte tahrip etti ve kapilarini yakti.
Miistahkem bir kale olan Dimitriyos Kalesi diigman kavim-
lerin siirekli saldirilarina hedef oluyordu. Kale, M.S. 972 yi-
linda Haytum isminde bir komutan tarafindan 3.kez yeni-
lendi ve bu tarithten sonra ‘Haytam Kalesi’ olarak taninma-
ya basland1.”’ Son olarak M.S.1462 yilinda Akkoyunlu hii-
kiimdari Uzun Hasan Bey’e hizmet eden Kor Halil isminde
bir Tiirk Emiri tarafindan isgal edildi."”

3- Mor Gabriyel Manastiri'nin Tarihi. Filuksinos Hanna Dolabani, Hikmet
Matbaasi, Siiryanice, 1959, sh. 159. Mardin

4- Mardin [li 'nin Merkezinde. Civar Kéylerinde ve [Icelerinde Bulunan
Kiliselerin ve Manastirlarin Tarihi. P. Gabrivel AKYUZ, 1998. Tiirkge. sh. 28.









Aziz Mor Malke nin Yagami ve Manastir’nin Tarihgesi 19

finda bir kayalik iizerinde insa edilmigtir. Cevresi iki kilo-
metre civarindadir. 12 kuleye ve bir burca sahiptir. Bugiin
izine rastlanmayan, ancak varligi bilinen giineye ag¢ilan ka-
pt demirden yapilmisti. Kulenin dogusunda yeralan kral sa-
rayinin altinda kayadan oyma 5x20 metre ol¢iistinde olan
bir mahzen ve bunun yaninda da suyu hi¢ eksilmeyen ve
nereden geldigi belli olmayan kocaman bir sarnict bulun-
maktaydi. Saray, Roma stili olup Siiryani Beylert ya da
krallari tarafindan bir ka¢ kez onartlmistir. Sehir ve kalest,
daglik kesiminden ovaya inen bir vadi yolu tlizerinde miis-
tahkem bir yerde kurulmustur. Giris kapisindan en ytiksek
kesimi 300-400 metrelik bir ylikselis gosterir. Kuzey kismu
sarp bir kayalik oldugu i¢cin sur yaptlmamigtir. Kalenin
kimler tarafindan yapildigint gosterir bir yazi yoksa da yu-
karida belirttigimiz gibi Roma esert oldugu ve savaslara
maruz kaldig1 yapisindan belli olmaktadir. Aradan gecen
asirlara ve savaglara ragmen giliniimtize kadar sapasaglam
ulagmay1 basarmistir."”’

1.5.4. Kalecik K&6yii Kalesi: Izlo Dagi nin smirmi ayi-
ran Beyaz Suyun bausinda yer alan Kalecik Koyt de bir
kale olarak kullanilmaktaydi. Bu koye Mardin in yavrusu
diyebiliriz. Clinkii yapr seklt Mardin’e ¢ok benzemektedir.
Bu kale her ne kadar dagin disinda olsa da bir bek¢ilik go-
revi iistlenebilmektedir.

1254 m. rakimli olan Izlo Dagi. bir¢ok kalelere sahip
olmasi1 nedeni ile bolgenin tarthsel olarak ne kadar onemli
bir yer oldugunu ortaya koymustur.

5- Nusaybin'in Tarih ve Cografyasi, Hasan Sami Ohuhu, Akarsu Bucagi
Miidiirii. 13 Arahik 1973, Basitmanus bir Cahsma. sh. 383






I1. BOLUM

TASHITHO DMOR MALKE
AZiZ MOR MALKE’NIN HAYATI®

2.1. Malke’nin Dogumu

Koluzma  Koyii'nde yasayan Yuhanna adinda bir
adam vardi. Bu adam c¢ok tammmis seckin bir ailenin
cocuguydu. Biiylk bir servete sahip adammn uzun yillar-
dan beri cocugu olmuyordu. Onun i¢in esiyle beraber
biiyiik bir iiziintu i¢cindeydiler. Clinkt onlari teselli ede-
cek, mallarint miras olarak birakacak evlatlar yoktu.

Allah onlari denemek i¢in onlara bir kiz evlat ver-
di. Kizin ismint de Sufni koydular. Mor Evgin'in kiz
kardest olan Rafka (Malkenin annesi) est Yuhanna’ya der
ki; "Kalk komsularimiza ve bizimle beraber sevinenlere
bir ziyafet hazirlayalim.” Yuhanna da bu teklifi seving ige-
risinde kabul edip, hizmetgilerine ii¢ okiliz, on tane de ku-
zu getirmelerini emretti. Hizmetgiler de hayvanlarm ya-
nina giderek li¢ tane oOkiiz, on tane kuzu getirdiler. Yu-
hanna ve esi Rafka kendilerine yakisacak sekilde bir zi-
yafet hazirladilar ve mallarindan biylik bir bolimiint
yardim olarak fakirlere dagittilar. Yuhanna da o glin du-
asinda sunlar1 soyledi: "Ey merhametli, sefkatli ve sa-
birli buiylik Allah! senden bu hizmetgilerme, bir erkek
cocuk vermeni diliyoruz ki onunla teselli olabilelim.”

6- Aziz Mor Malke ‘nin Yasam Oykiisiinii Isa Akyiiz Siiryanice den Tiirkge 'ye
cevirmistir.



9
o

Aziz Mor Malke'nin Yasam: ve Manastiri’nin Tarihgesi

Allah da Yuhanna’nin duasint duydu ve yardimlarini
kabul etti. U¢c sene tamamlandiktan sonra, Allah onlara
bereketli bir cocuk verdi. O giin, Yuhanna’'nin evinde kizi-
nin dogumunda yasanan sevincten daha ¢ok biiyiik bir se-
ving yasandi. O giin Yuhanna, beg kg altin tartti ve hizmet-
cilerine verip, "Gidin bu altinlan fakirlere, yoksullara, kim-
sesizlere, kederlilere ve iffetli kadinlara dagitin. Sakin sa-
rap masasinda oturanlara, sarki soyleyerek eglenenlere ve
fal acan dul kadinlara vermeyin” dedi. Hizmetg¢iler de Yu-
hanna'nin soyledigi gibi altinlar1 dagittilar.

Daha sonra Rafka, esi Yuhanna’y1 yanina cagirip, "Co-
cugun ismini ne koyalim?" diye sordu. Yuhanna da, "Co-
cugun ismini kiz kardesi Sufni koysun" dedi. Rafka da bu
diisiinceyi kabul etti. Kiz1 yanlarina ¢agirip, "Kardesinin is-
mi ne olsun?" diye sordular. Sufni de onlara "Kardesimin
ismi Malke olsun" diye cevap verdi. O anda gerceklesen
mucize i¢in Allah’a siikretmeye basladilar. Ciinkii Sufni o
zamana kadar hi¢ konugmamuistu.

2.2. Malke Okula Basliyor

Bu mucizeden sonra Malke 'nin annesi, her giin orug tu-
tuyordu. Durmadan calisarak kazandigi parayi fakirlere ve
ihtiyaci olan kisilere dagitiyordu. Malke bes yasina geldi-
ginde ailesi onu, Mesihsel egitim i¢in Malfono Smuyel’in
yanina gonderdi. Malke 'nin boynunda altin bir hag, kulak-
larinda kiipe ve bu kiipelerin tistiinde de hag i1sareti vardi.
Bir giin Malfono Malke’ye, "Yuhanna oglu Malke , bu ku-
lagindakiler nedir? Mesihsel egitim gormek isteyen bir sa-
hisa layik degildir” diye soyledi.

Malke de Malfono'ya, "Ey bliyligiim! gordiigiin bu taki-
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lar kutsal ii¢liik ve birligi simgelemektedir. Ayrica seytana
karsi da ruhsal bir silahtirlar” diye cevap verdi. Malfono
Smuyel, Malke’nin agzindan ¢ikan konusmalara hayret
ederek, ne bir ithamda, ne de bir ovglide bulundu. O gtin-
den beri Malfono, Malke’yi diger arkadaslarindan daha ¢ok
sevdi. Malke ile beraber medresede toplam 27 dgrenct bu-
lunuyordu.

Bu 27 6grenciden biri de Elisah’ti. Aziz Mor Malke 'nin
hayatini, kendisi bir kitapta topladi. Elisah’in yasadiklarma
ve anlattigma gore, Malke’ye bilgi, tlim, akil, algcakgoniil-
lilik ve Allah korkusu yasitlarindan daha ¢ok verilmisti.
Allah’in liitfu da lizerindeydi. Her giin Malfono’nun karsi-
sina daha ¢ok bilgr ve hikmetle ¢ikiyordu. Arkadaglart Mal-
ke’ye, "lstlin zekali ¢ocuk™ diye sesleniyordu. Ailesi o
medresede on sene li¢ ay kalan Malke ile oviintiyordu.

Matke cok kitap okumustu. Ozellikle kutsal kitaplari
okuduktan sonra Allah’in giiciinii daha ¢ok anladi. Bilgisi
artti, konusmasi da her zaman nasthat verici oldu.

Malke, aksama kadar orug tutacagima dair kendi kendi-
ne soz verdi. Malke bu hayata bakarken bir riiyaya benze-
digini, gecici bir bulut gibt bos oldugunu gordii. Onun i¢in
bu hayattan tiksinmigsti. Ailesi Malke 'nin bu diigtincelerin-
den habersizdi ve Malkeyi istedigi bir kizla evlendirmek
1stiyordu.

2.3. Ailesi Malke’yi Evlendirmek Istiyor

Malke’nin annesi, Ratka Yuhanna'ya "Oglumuzla evlili-
g1 hakkinda ne zaman konusalim, biz daha hayattayken onu
evlendirip onunla sevinelim™ dedi. Yuhanna da, oglu ile bu
konuyu esmin konusmasini istedi. Rafka, "Oglum benim
goziimde ¢ok degerlidir, utanirim onunla bu konu hakkinda
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konusamam" diye cevap verince Malke ile birlikte konus-
maya karar verdiler. Malke’yi yanlarina cagirdilar, Malke
her zamanki gibi saygih bir sekilde yanlarina geldi.

Yuhanna ogluna oturmasi i¢in bir sandalye verdi ve ko-
nusrnaya basladilar. 11k énce babasi Malke’ye, "Oglum se-
ninle bir konuyu konusmak istiyoruz, simdi mi konusalim
yoksa baska bir zamana mi kalsin?" sorusunu yoneltti. Ba-
basina dénen Malke, "Istedigin seyi konusabilirsin. Yoksa
bir hata m1 yaptim, bir olay mi1 oldu?" diye sordu. Babasi
Malke’ye, "Hayir oglum ne bir hata yaptin, ne de bir olay
oldu ama seninle sevinebilmek i¢in seni buraya cagirdik,
artik evlilik zamanin yaklasti” dedikten sonra konusmasini
sOyle siirdiirdii: "Rab’bin buyurdugu gibi uzun bir zaman
kisir kaldik, varisimizin olmamasindan dolay1 adadigimiz
adaklar, yaptigimiz yardimlar, verdigimiz hediyelerin hep-
si Rab Allah tarafindan kabul edildi. Seninle sevinebilme-
miz ve miras¢imiz olman i¢cin Rab Allah seni bize verdi.
Simdi senin de gordiglin gibi biz yaslandik. Onun i¢in
kalk her tarafa git ve gez, istedigin yerden istedigin kizi sa-
na isteyelim" dedi. Malke de onlar1 izmemek i¢in giizel bir
sOzle, arzulu bir sekilde onlara su yaniti verdi: "Su an boy-
le bir sey yapmamiz dogru degil, ciinkii daha kiz kardesim
evdedir. 11k dnce onu evlendirelim, daha sonra istediginizi
yapalim."

Bu konugmalar duyan kiz kardesi Sufni, Malke'ye, "Se-
nin bagmnin ustiine yemin ediyorum ki boyle bir seyi asla ve
asla yapmam" diyerek itiraz etti. Malke ise ablasi Sufni’ye
donerek "Ey ablacigim sen benden daha biiyiiksiin benden
once diigiiniini yapmak senin hakkindir'dedi.. Sufni agla-
yarak sunlar1 soyledi: "ne olur sus, kiz kardesin Sufni 6liir
de bunu yapmaz. Sen olmazsan kiminle sevinip, kiminle
konusacagim."
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Annesi ve babasi kardeslerin birbirlerine boyle cevap
verdiklerini goriince, aglamaya basladilar. Malke de onlar
bu sekilde goriince "Neden agliyorsunuz? Bir sorun mu ol-
du?" diye liziilerek sordu. Ailesi Malke’ye, "Bizi dinleme-
digin i¢cin aghyoruz" dediler. Malke ' nin onlara cevabi sOy-
le oldu: "Benimle bir konuyu konustunuz, ben de gereken
cevabi verdim, simdi eger Allah kismet ederse olacak.” Bu
cevap lizerine ailesi sustu ve hi¢bir sey soylemedi.

2.3.1 Malke Nisanlaniyor

Malke’nin babasi Yuhanna, bir ziyafet hazirlayarak o
sehrin biitiin iler1 gelenlerint ve yashlarin davet etti. Mal-
ke'nin onlarla beraber eglenmesi i¢cin, Yuhanna nin yann-
da ili¢ giin kaldilar. Yuhanna hizmetcilerint ¢agmmp. Mal-
ke’nin ne yaptigim siirekli soruyordu. Hizmetgiler de Yu-
hanna’ya, "keske bu ¢cocuk senin oglun olmasaydi. ne yi-
yor, ne iciyor ve ne de seviniyor. Tam tersine hep tizglin
tizglin duruyor. Malke yi bu sekilde hiiziinlii goren davetli-
ler de ¢ok tziiluyorlar” dediler.

Yuhanna da tanidik davetlilert yanina ¢cagirip, Malke 'nin
basindan gegen olaylari anlatti. Bu konuyu Malke yle bera-
ber konugmalarini istedi. Davetliler Yuhanna'nin yanindan
ciktiklarinda higbir seyden haberlert yokmus gibi, Mal-
ke’yi yanlarina cagirdilar. Ona karst bliytik saygr gostere-
rek, Malke’y1 yanlarinda oturttular ve onunla konusmaya
basladilar. "Bu kulagindakiler ne? Bu tiir seyler sana yakis-
miyor, onlar kii¢lik ¢ocuklar i¢cindir” dediler. Malke ise on-
lara "Ben biitiin msanlardan daha kiig¢iigiim ve bana yakisi-
yorlar" cevabini verdi.

Zaman ilerledikce, davetliler Malke 'ye "Neden bizimle
konusmuyorsun? Seni ¢ok {lizgiin gorliyoruz. yaniniza gel-
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digimiz i¢in mi lizgiinstin" diye sordular. Bu soru {izerine-
hemen yiiz ifadesini degistiren Malke davetlilerle birlikte
sevinip eglenmeye basladi. Davetliler Malke’ye "Eger bize
miisaade edersen seninle bir konuyu konusmak istiyoruz,
eger etmezsen konusmayacagiz” dediler. Malke ne konus-
mak istediklerini hemen anladi ve davetlilere "benimle is-
tediginiz her konuyu konusabilirsiniz” dedi. Davetliler de
Malke’ye, "Babanin istegini yerine getirment istiyoruz, biz
ve ailen bu fani hayattan ayrilmadan once seni evlendirip
seninle sevinmek istiyoruz" dediler. Malke onlara "Istedi-
giniz gibi olsun, ciinki itaatlik uzun yasam saghyor” diye
cevap verip kendisinden istenilen1 kabul etti. Fakat, Mal-
ke’nin diisiincesinde kesinlikle evlilik fikri yoktu, tek di-
slincesi rahip olmak ve bu diinyadan uzaklasmakti. Davet-
liler bu olayr onunla konustuktan sonra eglencelerine de-
vam ettiler.

Ailesi, ¢ocuklari Malke’nin bu kararma ¢ok sevinmisti.
Daha sonra davetliler Yuhanna’nin yanindan saygiyla ayril-
dilar. Malke’ nin kiz kardesi Sufni sevingle icer1 girip Mal-
ke'y1 kucaklayarak optii, sevincinden gozyaslar: da karde-
sinin tizerine akiyordu. Aglamaklh bir sekilde Malke’ye
"Emdigimiz siit lizerine yemin ediyorum ki kiz kardesini
ve aileni diigliniinle sevindireceksin" dedi. Malke, kiz kar-
desinden gidip kendisine istedigi yerden evlenecegi bir kiz
bulmasini istedi. Kiz kardesi de, gidecegi yeri Malke nin
secmesini soyledi. Ancak Malke, tekrar kiz kardesine, "Be-
nim i¢in 1yilikten baska bir sey istemezsin, kalbin ne isti-
yorsa ona raziyim' dedi. Daha sonra da Sufni yanindan ¢ik-
t1 ve kardesinden duyduklarini babasina miijdeledi. Hepsi
beraber bu habere ¢ok sevindiler. Sufni ve babasi Yuhanna
kalkip, o sehrin bilinen bir ailesinden ona bir kiz istediler.
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Kizin ailesi Yuhanna’dan istedikleri seyleri almasi i¢in sz
aldilar. Eve dondiiklerinde Yuhanna, oglu Malke’y1 kizi
Sufni’yi ve esi Rafka’yi optii.

2.3.2. Malke Rahiplik Hayatin1 Tercih Ediyor

Malke, dayis1t Mor Evgin’i sormak i¢in kitabi yazan Eli-
sah’in yanina gitti. Malke ile Elisah sirlarim paylasan iki
arkadastilar. Birbirlerine danisarak ya rahipligi ya da diin-
yevi hayati beraber sececeklerine dair birbirlerine soz ver-
diler. Elisah, dayisinin oradan ayrildigini sdyleyince Malke
cok uztldu.

Dayisinin oradan ayrildigini 6grenen Malke Elisah’a,
"Ey Elisah kardegim simdi ne yapalim? Buraya, dayimin ne
yaptigint 6grenmek i¢in gelmistim, buradan ayrildigini bil-
miyordum” dedi. Elisah da Malke’ye cevabi soyle oldu:
"Dayin buradan gittigi zaman hi¢ haberim olmadi, yoksa
sana haber verirdim.”

Daha sonra Malke, Elisah’a Malfono Smuyel’in yanina
gidip, ona danmigmalarint teklif etti. Hep beraber kalkarak
Malfono Smuyel’in yanmna gittiler. Yanina vardiklarinda
selam verip hatirimi sordular. Bir agizdan "Selam sana ger-
ceklerin ve sevginin Malfono’su, selam biiylikliigiine ve
ikamet ettigin yere" diyerek onu selamladilar. Malfono da
onlara "Size de selam” dedi. Oturmalar i¢in onlara 1zin
verdi. Malke ve Elisah onunla 6zel bir konuyu konugmak
icin izin aldilar,

[k sozii Malke aldi. "Biz ikimiz birbirimize ya rahipli-
g1, ya da diinya hayatini sececegimize dair s6z verdik. Sim-
di ey buyligiim, ben kiiclik 6grencilerden Malke. Ailem bii-
yuk bir hasretle beni evlendirmek istiyor, ama ben istemi-
yorum. Malfono Smuyel onlara, "Bakin ey giizel ¢cocuklar,
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seytan sizi yenmesin, sizi kendi tuzagina diisiirmesin. Ciin-
kii diisiinceleri ¢ok derin, yollart da ¢ok sapkindir, ¢ok dik-
katli olmaniz gerekiyor” diye cevap verdi.

Malke ile Elisah Malfono’ya, "Bizim i¢in ¢cok degerh
olan o biiyiikligline siginarak, bize aydinlig1 ve karanhgi
birbirinden nasil ayirt etmemiz gerektigini ogrettigin gibi,
simdi de nasil daha ¢ok dua etmemiz gerektigini soyle ki,
bize destek ve kuvvetli bir siginak olsun” dediler. Malfono
onlara "Eger Isa Mesih’in yolunu izleyip kutsal haca s1g1-
nirsaniz, hag size saglam bir duvar ve sallanmayan bir kale
gibi olacak, Misir’da Yusuf’a destek oldugu ve onu seyta-
nin tuzagindan korudugu gibi, ayni sekilde sizleri de seyta-
nin tuzaklarindan ve giliciinden kurtaracaktir” diye cevap
verdi. Malfono Smuyel’in verdigi bu ogiitler1 kabul ederek,
verecekleri karardan donmemeleri i¢in, onlara uyarilarda
bulundu. Onlar da "Mor Evgin’le beraber olmak istedikle-
rini" soylediler. Malfono onlara, "Mor Evgin’in Allah’1, ay-
ni sekilde sizin de Allah’inizdir. Yiice Allah’in i1stegini ye-
rine getirdiginiz zaman, size istediginiz gibi verecektir” de-
di. Sonra da 1kisi beraber Malfono'ya tesekkiir edip yanin-
dan ayrildilar.

Oradan ayrildiktan sonra yolda aralarinda konusup on
giine kadar Allah’in 1zniyle yola ¢ikacaklarina dair birbirle-
rine sOz verdiler ve her biri kendi evine gitti. Malke eve ge-
lince babasina, "Bir ziyafet hazirlamani istiyorum. Biitiin
dostlarimi ve arkadaslarimi ¢agirip onlarla eglenecegim”
dedi. Yuhanna da oglu Malke nin bu istegini yerine getirdi.
Malke de biitiin dostlarini, arkadaglarini ve Elisah’1 bu zi-
yafete davet etti. Hep beraber yiyip icip eglendiler. Mal-
ke nin arkadaslart ve ailesi onu boyle mutlu gordiiklerin-
den dolay1 o giin ¢ok sevinmislerdi.
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Malke Elisah’a sunlar1 soyledi: "Aileme soyleyip, yol
icin beraberimde bir miktar yemek getirecegim. Nisan ayi-
nin baslangict olan Sali giind, tiiccarlar yolu olarak bilinen
yerde, seni bekleyecegim". Elisah da "istedigin gibi olsun”
dedi. Iki giin sonra da Malke nin biitiin davetlileri evlerine
geri dondiler.

2.3.3 Malke Nisanlisin1 Ziyaret Etmek Istiyor

O ziyafetten bes giin sonra, Malke babasi Yuhanna'yi,
annesi Rafka’yi, ve kiz kardest Sufni’y1 yanma ¢agirp de-
di k1; "Coktan beri sizden bu hediyeyi al ve kaympederinin
evine git demenizi bekliyordum. ama boyle bir scy deme-
diniz”. Ailesi de Malke ye her seyin onun elinde oldugunu
ve ona emanet edildigini soyledi. Bunun tizerine Malke,
"Kim babasinin isine karigirsa lanetlidir onun icin ben bir
talepte bulunamam™ dedi. Yuhanna. ogluna kendilerinden
ne istedigini sordu. Malke, istedikleri gibi davaranabilecek-
lerini soyledi . Yuhanna da kalkip Malke ye 100 Dinar, 10
takim elbise. bir litre zlimrtit ve beg tane pirlanta verdi. Hiz-
met¢ist Sufinkus tan kendilerine bir at hazirlamasini istedi.
Hizmetcisi de biiyiigiintin buyurdugu gibi ati sisledikten
sonra, atlest Malke'ye "Hangimiz seninle beraber gelsin”
diye sordu. Kiz kardesi Sufni Malke yle beraber kendisinin
gidecegini diistiniiyordu, annesi de ayni diistince i¢indeydi.
Malke, ailesine hi¢ kimseyi gotiirmeyecegine dair yemin
etti. Annesi de dedikodu olur diiglincesiyle tek basima git-
mesini 1stemiyordu. Malke annesini teselli edecek sekilde
cevap verirken gozyaglarina hakim olamiyordu. Hepsi Mal-
ke’ye bakarak agliyorlardi, ve nicin agladiklarint bilmiyor-
lardi, kendisine verilen hediyelerin az oldugunu ve bunun
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icin agladigini diistiniiyorlardi. Malke’ye kiipelerini ve al-
tinlarmi vermedikleri i¢in mi agladigini sordular. Malke’de
"Hayir yemin ediyorum ki bunun i¢in aglamiyorum” dedi.
Malke, kiz kardesinin kendisiyle beraber siitle i1lgili konus-
tugu konusmayi hatrladi.

Malke, ailesinden ve 6zellikle de kiz kardesinden ayrila-
cagl icin ¢cok hiziinli ve kederliydi. Ciinkii kiz kardesiyle
aralarinda cok bliylik bir sevgr bagi vardi. Ailesini teselli
etmek i¢in, "Dayim Mor Evgin bizimle beraber olmadigi
icin aghiyorum, c¢iinki burada olsaydi benimle beraber ge-
lirdi" dedi. Ailesi de Malke’ye "Dayin Allah’in buyurdugu
yere gittl, ama sen bizimle beraber kaldigin siirece sevinci-
miz ve coskumuz yasayacaktir. Simdi eger 1zin verirsen se-
ninle beraber gelmek istiyoruz, eger kabul etmesen gelme-
yecegiz" dediler. Malke de onlar teselli edecek sekilde gii-
lerek, "Yemin ettigimi biliyorsunuz yoksa isteginizi yerine
getirirdim” diye cevap verdi. Babasinin verdigi hediyeleri
alarak yola cikti. Ailesi kayinpederinin evine gidecegini
diisinmusti, ama onun bu diinyadan ayrilip rahiplik yolu-
nu sececegini dogrusu higbirt hi¢ diiginmemisti.

Malke bir kilometre yiirtidiikten sonra, hapiste esirlert
olan lic adama rastladi. Malke onlara, "Siz kimsiniz ve ne-
reye gidiyorsunuz?" diye sordu. Onlar da Malke’den kor-
kup ona secde ettiler. Malke, "Secde Allah’a, elcisine de al-
cak gonilliliik olsun™ dedi. Alt1 esirin sahipleri, "Biz senin
hizmetcileriniz, her birimizin hapiste iki esiri var, her esirin
tstiinde de 200 dinar bor¢ var” diye cevap verdiler. Malke,
onlaradan biraz beklemelerini isteyip atin iizerinden inerek,
1k1 kigtye on ¢ift elbise, digerine de bir litre ziimriit verdi.
Bu egyalar aralarinda kardesge paylagmalari i¢in uyarilar-
da bulundu. U¢ adam da Malke’ye tesekkiir edip "Rab Al-
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lah seninle beraber olsun" dedikten sonra yollarina devam
ettiler.

2.4. Malke Rahiplik Hayatina Atilmaya Karar Veriyor

Malke, Elisah’a so6z verdigi gibi tiiccarlarin yoluna gitti.
Oraya varincaya kadar 6glen oldu ve mezmurlari okumaya
basladi. Aziz Mor Malke dua ederken, Elisah’in yanina gel-
digini ve kendisine eslik ettigini gordii. Duay1 bitirip orada
bulunan hurma agacinin golgesinde oturduktan sonra Mal-
ke, Elisah’a, ailesiyle yasadigi biitiin olaylar ve alti esir ki-
sinin sahiplerini anlatti. Elisah da Malke’nin yaptiklarni
dogru buldu. Bundan sonra hangi tarafa gideceklerini diisii-
niip konusmaya bagladilar, sonra da yonlerini doguya dog-
ru cevirdiler.

On kilometre yuriidiikten sonra, yolda elbiseleri yirtik ve
yama i¢inde olan ¢ kor adama ve onlara yol gosteren 1ki
cocuga rastladilar. Malke onlardan nereye gittiklerini sordu.
Uc kor adam da "Yiyecek ve giyecek eksikligimiz var, pe-
risan halde olup, Allah’in giiveni lizerine ylirliyoruz. Kim
bize destek olursa, biz de Allah’in ona yardim etmesi i¢in
dua ediyoruz" diye cevap verdiler. Malke, yaninda kalan
100 dinar’1 ve elbiselerini tistiinden ¢ikarip onlara verdi. El-
biselerini verdigi kisinin yirtik elbiselerini alarak temiz be-
deninin lizerine giydi ve yollarina devam ettiler. Durdukla-
ri her yerde Aziz Mor Evgin’i soruyorlardi. Sonunda da,
kendisini Allah’a adayan 16 kisiyle beraber buldular.

Aradan on giin gecince Malke'nin donmedigini goren
ailesi, endiselenmeye basladi. Maraklanan babasi Yuhanna,
tic hizmetcisini Malke’nin pesine yolladi. Hizmetgiler ora-
ya vardiklarinda, miistakbel kayinpederinden, Malke nin
nerede oldugunu ve ne zamana kadar yanlarinda tutacakla-
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rin1 sordular. Onlar da Malke’nin buraya gelmedigini ve
onu gormediklerini soylediler.

Hizmetciler, babasindan bir miktar para, 10 takim elbi-
se, bir litre zimriit ve bes adet pirlanta alan Malke’nin ka-
ympederinin yanina gitmek lizere yola ¢iktigini sdylediler.
O da onlara "Malke buraya gelmedi, onu gormedik yine de
babasindan nereye gittigini iyice ogrenin” dedi. Sonra da
hizmetcilerden yemek hazirlamalarint istedi. Malke nin
hizmetcisi olan Bitabha, "Biiyliglimiziin yanina varmadan
kesinlikle bir sey yemeyecegiz" dedi. Hepsi higkirarak ag-
liyorlardi.

Yuhanna’nin ¢ hizmetcisi oradan ayrilip tekrar efendi-
lerinin yanina dondiler. Dis kapiya vardiklarinda Bitabha
ile karsilasan Malke 'nin ablasi Sufni hemen kardesinin ner-
de oldugunu sordu. Bitabha da, basi yere dogru egik ve
icinden aglayarak, "Malke daha kayinpederinin evindedir”
diye cevap verdi. Bu cevaba inanmayan Sufni, yeniden Bi-
tabha’ya, donerek "Liitfen bana dogruyu soyle, eger kayin-
pederinin yanindaysa neden agliyorsun?" dedi. Bitabha da,
"Malke’'ye yanlis bir sey soyledim, o da beni dovdii onun
icin aghyorum" diye cevap verdi. Diger iki hizmet¢i de Bi-
tabha’ya "Neden dogruyu soylemiyorsun” diye sitem etti-
ler. Sufni "Ne olur bana dogruyu soyleyin" diyerek yalvar-
di. Hizmetc¢iler Sufni’ye kardesi Malke’y1 bulamadiklarini,
kaympederinin de Malke 'nin kendisine gelmedigini soyle-
digini anlattilar. Sufni bu konugmalar1 duyduktan sonra.
dehsetli bir sekilde bagirarak iistiindeki elbiseleri yirtmaya
bagladi. Babasi ve annesi Sufni'nin sesini duyunca disari
¢ikip, Sufni "Sana ne oldu" diye sordular. Sufni de, "Kar-
desim Malke kaympederinin yaninda degil. ya yarali ya da
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oliidir" dedi. Yuhanna, Bitabha’ya Malke’nin nerede oldu-
gunu sordu, Bitabha da basimi yere dogru egdi. Daha sonra
hepst beraber feryat ederek aglamaya basladilar. Komsular
da duyduklar ¢ighiklar ve feryatlar tizerine yanlarina geldi.
Her kim feryatlarin sesini duyduysa yanlarma gelip agla-
yislarinin nedenini soruyordu. Hizmetgiler de gelen herke-
se olayr anlatiyordu.

2.5. Yuhanna, Oglu Malke’yi Ariyor

Yuhanna'nin yania gelen komsular ve misafirler. Yu-
hanna’ya "Ey akilsiz. insanlarin oniinde aglamak hosuna
mi gidiyor, oglunun nerede oldugunu bilmeden timidini ke-
styorsun, kalk on hizmetcine aylik masraflarmi ver. oglunu
ozel olarak aramaya baslasmlar. Belki ticarct amactiyla bir
yere gitmis. ya da biraz dinlenmek icin bir sehre gitmis ola-
bilir" dediler. Yuhanna da "Bana glizel tavsiyelerde bulunu-
yorsunuz. ama ben oglumu taniyorum, ne eglenceyi nc de
ticaretle ugragmayi hicbir zaman sevmemisti. Kitap oku-
maktan baska hicbir 1si hicbir ugrasi yoktu™ cevabim verdi.
Misafirler tekrar Yuhanna ya. kendilerinin dedigini yapma-
sint, hizmetgilert Malke nin arkasindan gondermesini ogiit-
lediler. Yuhanna onlart dinleyerek Bitabha yla beraber do-
kuz kistyr Malke 'nin arkasindan yolladi. Bes ayhik masraf-
larim da vererek. Malke den haber getirmeyinceye kadar
gert donmemelerini tenbth etti. Hizmetctler hemen hazirla-
nip Yuhanna nin onlara buyurdugu gibt yola ¢iktilar ve 1ki-
serli gruplar halinde onu aramaya basladilar.

Aradan on giin gectikten sonra. Bitabha Sisra denilen
koye gitti. Orada Malke’nin kendi elbiselerint verdigr kor-
lerden birine rastladi, yaninda da satihk bir miicevher var-
di. Bitabha kore, "Bunu kaca satiyorsun?” diye sordu. Kor
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adamin cevabr "On ekmege satiyorum” oldu. Bitabha bu
kez kore, "Ustiindeki bu elbiseyi sana kim verdi? Babandan
m1 kaldi, satin mi aldin?" sorusunu yoneltti. Kor adam "Ne
babamdan kaldi ne de satin aldim cevabini verdikten sonra
sOzlerini soyle siirdiirdii:" Giintin birinde biz ti¢ kor adam
ve bize yol gosteren iki ¢ocuk, giizel konusan iki gence
rastladik, arkadasindan daha biiyiik olan gen¢ bize 100 Di-
nar, bes miicevher ve Ustiindeki elbiselerini verdi. Benim
yirtik elbiselerimi de kendi giyerek gitti, nereye gittiklerini
ve nereli olduklarini bilmiyoruz. Sana anlattigim bu olay
gercektir”

Bitabha da kor adama, olan biten1 anlatti ve o an Mal-
ke'nin Allah’in yolunu takip ettigini anladi. Bitabha kor
adama, "Bana istiindeki elbiseden bir parga ver, ailesine
gostereyim ki, Malke’den haber aldigima dair inanglari ol-
sun" dedi. Kor adam da Malke’ye ait olan iizerindeki elbi-
seden bir parca vermeyi kabul etti. Bitabha, "Allah bana
bunu bir giinah olarak saymasin, c¢iinkii Allah tarafindan
kor adama giydirilen elbiseyi ben aliyorum" diyerek iiziin-
tiilerini 1fade etti.

Hizmetgiler elbiseyi alip geri dondiiklerinde, yolda dort
arkadaslarina daha rastladilar. Gordiikleri ve yasadiklari
olaylar1 onlara anlattiktan sonra, hep beraber biiyiikleri Yu-
hanna’nin yanina doniip ona da her seyi anlatmaya basladi-
lar. Hizmetciler Yuhanna'yla konusurken Aziz Mor Mal-
ke’nin annesi ve kiz kardesi disardan geliyorlardi. Rafka,
Bitabha'nin getirmis oldugu elbisenin kokusunu almuisti,
Bitabha’y1 yanina ¢agirip saskin bir sekilde, "Oglum Mal-
ke sizinle mi beraber" diye sordu. Bitabha da "Onu gérme-
dik” diye cevap verdi. Malke'nin annesi, "Sanki oglumun
kokusunu aldim" dediginde Bitabha, getirmis oldugu elbi-
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seyi Onlerine atti. Kiz kardest Sufni korkak ve dehsetli bir
sekilde bagirarak, "ey gilizel kardesim basina neler geldi?”
diyerek inledi. Kendinden gecen Sufni’nin dili tutulmustu,
artik hicbir sey konusamiyordu. Annest de ellerint 1sirip,
sagini yoluyordu. Babasi da ortada gezinip, basini duvara
vuruyordu. Inleyerek sunlar soyliiyordu; "Oglum Malke!
ne yapayim ve nereye gideyim, sana karsi ne yanlhs yaptik
ki, karsiliginda bizlere bu olaylar yasattin”. Biitiin Koluz-
ma halki, bu olayr duyunca yanlarina akin etti. Kizin yani-
na girdiklerinde, kendinden gectigini anladilar. Sufni’'nin
lizerine su dokiiliince biraz kendine gelmeye basladi. Raf-
ka da Malke’nin yattig1 yere girdi ve Malke 'nin yattig1 ya-
tag1 kirmaya basladi, yerden kil alip duvarm ve kapinin is-
tline dokiiyordu. Bitabha, "Bu yaptiklariniz Allah™in yanin-
da kabul olur mu? Adadigimz bitiin adaklar ve yaptiginiz
yardimlar bir hi¢ oldu” diyerek Malke nin babasini tessell
etmeye calisiyordu. Rafka'nin yanina da giden Bitabha, ay-
ni seyleri ona da soyledi.

Bitabha Malke’nin annesi Rafka’yr bu sekilde teselli
ederken, Malke 'nin 6gretmeni Smuyel geldi ve lizgiin bir
sekilde Yuhanna'min yanma girdi. Smuyel Yuhanna'ya,
"Oglun 1i¢in kendine yaptigin biitiin haksizliklarn duydum.
boyle seyler senin gibi yashlara yakismaz. Hi¢ cocugun ol-
madigini diistin, ¢cocugunun ne yaptigini nerde oldugunu
ben biliyorum, kendisine giizel bir meslek secti, 1yilik ya-
pan bir kisi icin lziilmemen gerekir. Her dogruluk yapan
bir kisi i¢in aglaman giizel bir sey degil, kendinizi bu sekil-
de teselli etmeniz gerekiyor” diyerek elestirdi.

Yuhanna, Malfono Smuyel’e "Malke’nin dogumunun
nasil oldugunu, terbiyesini ve egitiminin ne derecede oldu-
gunu biliyorsun, hi¢cbir zaman bir dedigini iki etmedim™di-
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ye dert yandi. Malfono da Yuhanna’ya "Bilryorum miras¢in
olmadigi icin bu kadar tizlntili ve sikintilisin, bir sene ge-
¢inceye kadar, esin bir ogul daha doguracak ve o ¢ocuk mi-
rascin olacak” diyerek yanindan ayrildi. Daha sonra orada-
ki misafirler de Yuhanna'nin evinden ayrildi. Aradan iki ay
gectikten sonra Sufni 0ldi, atlest onun i¢cin Malke’nin
tiziintiisiinden daha biiytik bir Giziintl yasadilar. Bir sene ta-
mamlandiktan sonra Yuhanna'nin esi bir ogul daha dogur-
du. Cocuga da Malke ve Sufni anlamina gelen *“Malksufni’
adini verdiler.

2.5.1. Malke Rahiplik Seriivenine Bashyor

Malke, dayist Mor Evgin’e ulastiktan sonra, kendisi ve
arkadast Elisah rahipligi kabul ettiler. Dort sene boyunca,
Mor Evgin’le beraber kaldilar. Mor Evgin nereye gittiyse
onlar da onunla beraber giderdi. Bir giin, Yerusalem'e git-
mek 1¢in Mor Evgin'den 1zin istediler. Mor Evgin de "Gi-
din ama orada fazla kalmayin" diye onlar1 uyardi. Onlar da
Aziz Mor Evgin’in dualarmi alip Isa Mesih'in adiyla yola
ciktilar, aradan bir ay gectikten sonra Yerusalim'e vardilar.
[sa Mesih'in mezarindan ve dgrencileriyle beraber gittikle-
r1 yerlerden bereket aldilar.

Daha sonra oradan Misir’a inip Askiti ¢oliine gittiler,
orada da li¢ sene kaldiktan sonra. Mor Evgin'in yanina ge-
ri dondiiler. O siralarda Mor Evgin, Harse Dagi nin iistiin-
de bulunan magaralarin yanindaki Izlo dagindaydi. Mor
Evgin’in yaninda da diger ruhani kardesler vardi. Mor Ev-
gin’in odasina girdiklerinde, sanki Isa Mesih’in yanina gir-
misler gibi ondan bereketlendiler. Oradaki ruhani kardesle-
rin de bereketlerini aldilar, orada uzun bir zaman kalarak
duayla, orugla ve Allah’la olan iliskileriyle ikinci bir miin-
zevl hayat yasamaya basladilar.
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Bir glin, Mor Evgin, bu ruhani kardesler: alip Nusaybin
Episkopos’u Mor Yakup’un yanina gotirdd, hepsi ondan
bereketlendiler. Onlar1 rahiplik ve diyakosluk riitbeleriyle
kutsadiktan sonra tekrar kutsal yerlerine dondiiler. Oradan
da her bir1 bir tarafa gitti. Malke onlardan birkag giin ay-
r1 kalarak kendine kalacak bir yer arryordu. Anhel kdytiniin
yakinlarina gitti, orada kalmak istedi ama orayr begenme-
misti. Sonra da Arkah Koyt 'niin yakimlarma gitti. Bu koy-
lerden birinde kalmayi diislinliyordu. Dua etmek i¢in pazar-
dan pazara o kutsal yere gidiyordu.

2.6. Mor Malke Sleymun Isminde Bir Cocugu

Seytandan Kurtariyor

Aziz Mor Malke. adi gecen yerlerde kendisine bir ma-
nastir inga etmek istiyordu. Bir giin Mecusilerin harabele-
rinden gecerken siirtilerint otlatan Arkah koyiindeki cocuk-
larin aglayarak feryat ettiklerini gordii. Gordiikler bir sey-
den korktuklarr anlagiliyordu. Korkudan ytizlerinin ifadesi
degismisti. Cocuklar Aziz Mor Malke nin geldigint gortin-
ce hepst kosup yanimna sigimdilar.

Biitiin cocuklar o yere bakip dislermi gicirdatyorlardr.
Cdocuklarn seytanin giictinden korktuklarmr anlayan Aziz
Mor Malke, "Biriniz bana dogruyu anlatsin™ dedi. Rhimo
adindaki cocuk olan bitenr anlatmaya bagladr: "Bugtin bu-
raya geldigimizde meyvesi giizel gortinen bir agac gordiik.
meyveler 1stahimizr cektr ve her birimiz digerine “agaca
sen ¢ik’ dedi. Birbirimize 1taat etmedik ve zorla Slemun’u
agacin ustiine cikardik. Slemun agacin tGstiinde meyve top-
larken, agacin altindaki ¢ukurdan siyah renkli ve ¢ok 1g8reng
bir yaratik c¢ikti, cocugu alip tekrar agacin altindaki ¢ukura
girdi. Ne oldugunu anlamadik. Ailesinc ne soyleyeccgimi-
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zi bilmiyoruz". Aziz Mor Malke ¢ocuklara, "Arkadaslarini-
z1 teselli edin ve oturun, biraz sonra ne olacagini gorecek-
siniz"deyip basint Rab’bin onlinde egdi ve ellerini havaya
dogru kaldirarak dua etmeye bagladi. Sesini kaldirip sunla-
1 soyledi. "Gokyliziinde yasayan ve yeryliziine bakan, sey-
tanlart nurunla korkuttugun ve onlan azarlayip oniinden
kacirttigin gibi, hizmet¢in Slemun’a da aciyip higbir eksik-
ligi olmadan seytanin i¢cinden ¢ikar”. Sonra da u¢ defa ye-
re diz ¢okiip "Ey hapsedilen ¢ocuk cabuk disar1 ¢ik" dedi.
Seytan cocuga hi¢bir zarar vermeden onu disar1 ¢ikardigin-
da ¢ocuktan ¢ok i1greng bir koku geliyordu. Slemun hemen
Mor Malke’nin yanina sigindi. Diger arkadaslar1 bu muci-
zeyl gordiikten sonra Allah’a siikretmeye basladilar. Sey-
tanlarin en blyligii olan Estratasis, Aziz Mor Malke’ye "Ey
igren¢ yasli! biz bu ¢cocugu grubumuzun lider1 yapmak is-
tiyorduk, ama sen onu bizim elimizden kaptin” dedi ve dis-
lerini gicirdatarak yok oldu. Aziz Mor Malke, ¢ocuklara sii-
riillerini alip selametle eve gitmelerini soyledi.

Aziz Mor Malke, Slemun’a seytanin kokusundan temiz-
lenmesi 1¢in kendi elbisesinden bir parga verdi. Slemun, bu
parcayi alinca kendisinden miir ve buhur gibi ¢ok giizel ko-
kular gelmeye basladi. Cocuklar yolda beraber yiiriirken,
Slemun’dan gelen giizel kokuyu kiskaniyorlardi. Arkah ko-
yiine vardiklarinda yasadiklail olay1 ailelerine anlattilar.
Slemun’nun ailesi, "Kokun ¢ok giizel, bu kokuyu nereden
buldun? Yaninda bir sey mi var?" diye sormaya basladilar.
Slemun da, "Bugiin biiyiik ve ¢ok degerli bir hazine bul-
duk, hazinenin tiimii benim oldu" diye cevap verdi. Neden
boyle konustugunu anlamamislardi, o nedenle Slemun’dan
sakin bir sekilde konusarak ne demek istedigini anlatmasi-
n istediler. Slemun da, olanlar anlatamayacagini, Zab-
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day’in oglu Rhimo’nun yanina gitmeleri halinde onun ana-
latabilecegini soyledi.

Onlar da hemen Zabday’in oglu Rhimo’nun yanina gi-
dip baslarindan gecen olayr anlatmasini istediler. Rhimo,
olay1 oldugu gibi anlattiktan sonda soyle dedi: " Eger o dii-
riist adam orada olmasaydi cocugu simdi goremezdiniz. Pis
kokudan sonra da ¢ocugun iistiine o giizel kokuyu siirdi.”
Slemun’un ailesi ¢ocuklarint kurtaran o adamin hala orda
olup olmadigini sordular. Rhimo, "Bilmyorum biz onu ora-
da biraktik" diye cevap verdi. Slemun’un atlest adami bul-
mak amaciyla olayin gectigi yere gitti. Ancak kimseyi go-
remediler. Slemun’un tirmandigr agag parcalanmis ve aga-
cin tistiinde de 1ki tasin listiiste gelerek hag 1sareti olustur-
dugunu gordiiler. Daha sonra onlar da oradan ayrildilar.

Cocuklar Aziz Mor Malke’nin yanindan ayrildiktan son-
ra, Aziz Mor Malke Allah in huzurunda dua edip yalvarma-
ya basladi. Ellerini gdge dogru kaldirip sunlart soyledi: "Ey
gokyiizlinde yasayan, secdeye layik, gliclii ve biiylik Allah!
Sakli olan giiclinden ve muhtesem nurundan seytanlar nasil
kacip yok oluyorsa, tekrar kuvvetinle bu yerden seytanlar
yok et ki, burada bir manastir inga edebileyim. Buray: gii-
nahkar olan kendim i¢in insa etmeyecegim. Biliyorum Kki.
istegini yerine getiren ve senden korkan kisilerin istegini
bekletmezsin.” O anda gokten soyle bir ses geldi: " Ey Al-
lah’in hizmet¢isi Mor Malke! Estratasis’t ve biitiin glictint
kov ve yoket. Ayrica bir hag isareti ¢izerek blitiin seytanla-
ra karst yokedici ve yikici bir gii¢c olussun.”

Aziz Mor Malke de Allah tarafindan verilen giicle sey-
tanlarin yasadiklan yere gitti, elindeki sopay1 yere vurup
sunlart soyledi: " Dislerint Allah’in hizmetgisine kargi gi-
cirdatan Estratasis, buralardan uzaklas ve Rabbimiz Isa
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Mesih’in buyurdugu gibi direnmeden cabuk ¢ik.” Bu ko-
nusmanin ardindan seytanlarin, oglaklar gibr yerlerinden
ciktiklarmi gordii. Seytanlar Aziz Mor Malke’ye "Koluz-
ma’dan buraya bizi sikintrya sokmak icin mi geldin? Mes-
kenlerinde yasayanlari, meskenlerinden kovmak giizel bir
sey degil, ailenin cok merhametl: oldugunu duymustuk
ama sen bize acimiyorsun” dediler. Aziz Mor Malke, "
Fazla konusmayin, burada hi¢bir payiniz, hi¢bir hakkiniz
yok" diyerek onlart kovdu. Seytanlar ¢iktiktan sonra, ora-
dan ¢ok giizel bir koku ¢ikmaya basladi. Aziz Mor Malke,
Seytanlarin ¢iktigr yerde 40 defa secde ettikten sonra bir tas
lizerine hag isareti yapip, ayin yapilacak yer belirledi.

Daha sonra dayisi Mor Evgin’in kutsal mekanina gitti.
[k 6nce Mor Evgin'in daha sonra diger ruhani kardesleri-
nin bereketlerini aldi. Bu ruhani kardesler 72 kisiydiler ve
daima seytanin giictiyle miicadele ediyorlardi. Mor Evgin,
yegent Aziz Mor Malke'ye, o giin nerede oldugunu ve ne
yaptigini sordu. Aziz Mor Malke de bir yere gitmedigini ve
bir sey yapmadigini soyledi. Ancak Aziz Mor Evgin. "Bu-
giin Allah™in glictiyle bir mucize gerceklestirdigini biliyo-
rum. Nitekim Kitapta da soyle yazilmistir, ‘iyi islerinizi
gorsiinler ve goklerdeki babaniza siikretsinler’. Senin ko-
nusman, seytanin giictine karsi bir gii¢c olacak ve sana kar-
st direnemeyecek. Isa Mesih'in adina orada bir manastir in-
sa et” diye konustu.

2.1. Mor Malke kendi manastirini insa ediyor

Aziz Mor Malke diger biitiin ruhani kardeslerinin duala-
rint ve bereketlerint aldiktan sonra, dayisindan da tizerinde
dua okunmug bir yag aldi ve dogruca Manastir’1 insa ede-
cegi yere gitti. Burayi diger yerlerden daha ¢ok begenmis-
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1. Orada bir ay kaldiktan sonra Manastir’in ingaatina bas-
adi. Birgiin sonra Aziz Mor Malke’nin yanina Arkah’li
Vahban ve koyliiler geldi. Hal hatur sorduktan sonra Aziz
Mor Malke’ye "Oglumuz Slemun’u geytanin tuzagindan
curtaran kisi siz misiniz?" diye sordular. Aziz Malke de ™
Oglunuzu seytanin tuzagindan kurtaran ben degil, Yiice Al-
ah’tir" cevabim verdi. Vahban ve yanindakiler "Once Al-
lah’in sonra da sizin dualariizla kurtuldugunu biliyoruz.
Simdi 1se kiiclik ve biliylik bir vesileyle sana yardim etmek
istiyoruz, hepimiz yardima haziriz" dediler. Aziz Mor Mal-
<e de onlara soyle dedi: " Kim bu ingaata yardim elini uza-
arsa, Allah da onlara yardim edecektir.” Daha sonra biitiin
coyliiler manastirin insaatinda Aziz Mor Malke ye yardim
2ttiler.

2.8. Roma Imparatoru Kostantinos, deliren kiz1 i¢in

Mor Malke’y1 ariyor

Kotiilik yapmayi seven. iyiliklere diisman olan gazap
ve Ofke ile dolu Seytan. Aziz Mor Malke tarafindan kovul-
duktan sonra Bizantiya ya (Bizans) gidip. Kral Kostan-
nn’in kizimin i¢ine girdr. Seytan, kizin agizindan ki de bir
'Koluzma’daki Malke gelmezse kurtulug mmkansiz” diye
bagiriyordu. Bazen de sadece "Kim ekip bigerse” soclikle-
rint kullantyordu. Kizin ailest bu konugmalar Karsisinda
hayretler icindeydi. Kral Kostantin, Mor Malke 'nin bulun-
masi i¢cin hizmetg¢ilerini her tarafa yolladi ve aradiklart ki-
siyl getirmeden donmemelerini ogiitled.

Hizmetciler Kralin yanmdan ¢ikip her yone dogru yayil-
dilar. Aziz Mor Malke’nin bulundugu yere hizmetcilerin
basi olan Efrem ve bes kisi gitti. Koluzma’'daki Malke yi
herkese sorup sonunda onu buldular. Yanina girdiklerinde
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hatirint sorup, bereket aldilar. Kralin mektubunu ¢ikarip
Aziz Mor Malke’ye sundular.Aziz Mor Malke, mektubu
alarak Opiip basinin iistiine koydu. A¢ip okudugu mektupta
sunlar yazihydi:

" Kral Kostantin’den Koluzmali Malke’ye ¢ok selam.
Acil bir sekilde yanimiza gelmen gerekiyor. Ciinki seninle
onemli bir konuyu konusmamiz gerekiyor.”

Hizmetciler Aziz Mor Malke’nin yaninda ¢ giin kaldik-
tan sonra, Kral’in yanina hep birlikte donmek i¢cin Aziz
Mor Malke'den izin istediler. Aziz Mor Malke hizmetcile-
re, "Siz gidin ben size yetisecegim” dedi. Hizmetciler de
"Sen bizimle gelmezsen biz de donemeyiz, ¢linkii Kral’dan
boyle emir aldik. Aksi takdirde Kral’in ytliziine bakamayiz”
diyerek gelmesi i¢in 1srar ettiler. Aziz Mor Malke, yolda
onlara yetisecegini ve Kral’in yanina hep birlikte gidecek-
lerine dair soz verdi.

Efrem ve arkadaglari, Aziz Mor Malke’nin sozline ina-
narak yola ¢ikti. Aziz Mor Malke, Kral’in mektubunu ala-
rak dayist Mor Evgin’in yanina gitti. Kostantin’in yanina
gitme nedenini belirterek izin istedi. Mor Malke, "Gidebi-
lirsin, Allah’in giicii seninle beraber olacak" diyen Mor Ev-
gin’in dualarini ve bereketini alarak Manastir’ina donmek
icin yola ¢ikti.

Aziz Mor Malke, Aday isimli kdye varinca, orada her
birt bir esege baglanmis bir sekilde yedi yash adam gordii.
Seytan onlara da zarar vermisti. Rabbin giicliyle Aziz Mor
Malke onlar1 da iyilestirdi.

2.8.1. Mor Malke Kostantinopolis’te
Yaklasik bir ay kendi Manastir’inda kalan Aziz Mor
Malke, s6z verdigi Kral’in hizmetgilerine yetismek iizere
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rola ¢ikti. Gitmeden once de Ayinde kullanilan ve Tavhe
idr verilen ekmegi yapip beraberinde gotiirdi. Allah’in is-
nini soyleyerek yola ¢ikan Mor Malke, hizmetc¢iler Kons-
antinopolis’e varmadan onlara yetisti. Orada da ciizzam
1astaligina yakalanan bes kisiyle karsilagti. Ciizzamlilar
ranlarina yaklagsan Malke’ye "Koluzmali Mor Malke bize
le merhamet eyle"” diyerek yalvardilar. Gerg¢ekte bu konusg-
na Aziz Mor Malke’yir sinamak amacryla, Efrem’in tale-
yiyle olmustu. Aziz Mor Malke ciizzamli beg kigiyt 1yiles-
irince Efrem ve arkadaglar Aziz Mor Malke’ye yirekten
nandilar. Gordlikleri ve yasadiklari olaylar nedeniyle Al-
ah’a siikredip hep birlikte sehre girdiler. Sehrin kapisindan
rirerken seytan Kral’m kizt Lasanasis’in agzindan diglerini
yicirdatarak "Ey Mor Malke! Senin yiiziinden basima neler
reldi” diye soylediginde Kral, Aziz Mor Malke 'nin geldi-
yint anladi. Kiz 1se i¢cinde bulundugu tedirgin durumdan
curtulamamisti. Efrem, Kral'in yamina girip secde etti ve
Aziz Mor Malke’nin geldigini haber verdikten sonra sehre
yirmeden once gosterdigi biitlin mucizeleri anlatt.

Kral, Aziz Mor Malke 'nin yanina gelmesi i¢in hizmetgi-
erine emir verdi. Aziz Mor Malke de yanina girdigr Kral 1,
nakamina yakisan secdeyi ettikten sonra "Selam Sayin
Cralim” diyerek selamladi. Kral, hizmetcilerine Aziz Mor
Mlalke’ye oturmasi i¢in sandelye vermelerini emretti. Aziz
Mlor Malke, gelirken yaninda getirdigi Tavhe adi verilen
:kmeklert kralin oniine koydugu zaman daha sicaktilar,
<ral Kostantin, Malke’nin getirdigi tavhelerden bereketini
ild1. Hizmetcilerine de bunlar blytik bir saygiyla saklama-
armi emretti.

Kral Kostantin, Aziz Mor Malke’ye soyle dedr: "Seni se-
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lam ve sevgiyle cagirdik. Seytandan zarar goren Lasanasis
adindaki kizimiz siirekli yiiksek sesle ‘Koluzmali Malke bu-
raya gelmezse kurtulug yok™ diye bagiriyor. Bazan da ‘Kim
ekip bicerse’ diye anlasilmaz bir ciimle soyliyor.” Aziz Mor
Malke, Kral’a kizin nerede oldugunu sordu. Kral da Ef-
rem den kizi getirmelerini istedi. Kiz icert girince korkung
ve dehset verici bir sekilde, Aziz Mor Malke’ye donerek
Koluzmali Malke bizi buradan uzaklastirmak i¢cin mi1 gel-
din?" diye bagirdi. Kiistah seytan, kiza zarar verdikten son-
ra onu yere atti. Bu arada siirekli diglerini gicirdatan kizin
biitiin viicudu siyah bir elbise gibt olmustu. Babasi kizin bu
halini goriince aglamaya basladi. Duydugu sesler lizerine
iceri giren kizin annesi de liziintiisinden kollarini 1sirip do-
viinliyordu. Kizin biitiin akrabalart aglamakliydi.

2.8.2. Mor Malke Kral’in kizini 1yilestiriyor

Aziz Mor Malke, Kral’dan biraz sessiz olmalarini istedi.
Hi¢ kimsenin konusmamasi i¢in emir veren Kral, herkesin
ayakta kalmasim istedi. Aziz Mor Malke, ellerini havaya
dogru kaldirarak dua etti ve sunlari soyledi: "Hastalari 1yiles-
tirip, mucizeler yaratan, seytani insanin i¢inden ¢ikaran, gok-
sel bir doktor olup hastalar1 karsiliksiz 1yilestiren, babanin
oglu olup 1stedigi gibi Meryem Ana’dan viicut bulan, dul ka-
dinin oglunu ve Petrus’un hasta kaynanasini saglhigina kavus-
turan ey biiyiik Allah! Hizmetcin olan bu kizi da iyilestir.
Bunda da benim gururlanacagim bir sey olmayacak, ama se-
nin ismin ylicelecek." Allah’a yalvarmasi bitince kizin yani-
na donerek onu ismiyle cagirdi. Kiza "Isa Mesih’in giiciiyle
kalk" dedi. Elinden tutup onu yerden kaldirinca kiz derin bir
uykudan uyanmis gibiydi. Seytan herkesin gozii 6niinde bir
duman gibi kizin i¢cinden cikip gitti.
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Aziz Mor Malke, kiz1 saghkli bir sekilde annesine teslim
etti. Seytan, Aziz Mor Malke’nin diisiincelerini anlamigtr ki
kendini yerden yere atiyordu. Kendisine Allah tarafindan
verilen giicli kullanan Aziz Mor Malke, seytant cezalandir-
di. Aziz Mor Malke, seytana "Ben sana emir verinceye ka-
dar buradan kurtulugun yok" dedikten sonra seytani Kral’in
evindeki ¢ikisi olmayan cezaevine kapatt.

Kralin yaninda yedi giin kalan Aziz Mor Malke’ye sey-
tandan zarar goren diger hastalarn da getirdiler. Aziz Mor
Malke, Allah’in giiciiyle onlar1 da bir bir iyilestirdi. lyilesti-
rilecek hasta kalmayinca Manasturima donmek i¢in
Kral’dan izin 1stedi. Ancak Kral. ondan biraz daha kalmasi-
ni rica etti. Kral’a kendisine duydugu sevgi ve saygr nede-
niyle bu kadar siire sehrinde kaldigini belirten Aziz Mor
Malke, artik donmek gerektigini soyledi.

Aziz Mor Malke'nin istegini kabul eden Kral, "Bizim
hastalarimizi 1yilestirip bizimle beraber yoruldugun ic¢in
benden bir bereket iste. Rab Isa Mesih. bizim yerimize yor-
gunlugunun karsiligint versin. Biz gtinahkarlar da ebedr ha-
yatta seninle beraber saysm” dedi.

"Hicbir 1stegim yok, hastalart da ben degil Rab Allah iyi-
lestirdi” cevabini veren Aziz Mor Malke'ye Kral , bereket
almasi icin israr ederek sunlari sdyledi: "lyilikleri giizellik-
lerle beraber sayip evimden bir bereket al. inga cdecegin
Manastir i¢in benim de bir yardimim olsun.” Bu israr karsi-
sinda Mor Malke bereket almayi kabul ett1. Kral da hizmet-
cilerine Aziz Mor Malke’ye 1000 Dinar vermelerini buyur-
du. Aziz Mor Malke, bu kadar yiiksek bir parayr alamayaca-
gin1 séyleyince Kral, hi¢ olmazsa 500 Dinar’t kabul etmesi-
ni rica etti. Ancak Aziz Mor Malke bu meblagi da reddetti.
Ancak 100 Dinar’1 kabul edecegini belirten Aziz Mor Mal-
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Estratasis sinirli bir sekilde, "Istiyorsan sana da bir tane bu-
layim, o zaman seninle birlikte seviniriz" cevabini verdi.
Nebhun Taronoyo’nun cevabi, "Basinin ustlindeki herkese
yakismaz" seklinde oldu. Estratasis bu kez " Kalbinde mer-
hamet olmayan arkamdaki bu adamin, sanki bir sey yiyor-
mus gibi arkamdan gelmesi beni rahatsiz etmiyor” diye soy-
lendi ve dislerini gicirdatarak ustiindeki yukii atmak istedi.
Aziz Mor Malke bir hag 1sareti ¢izerek seytandan ylirlimesi-
ni istedi. Daha sonra Aziz Mor Malke Allah’in giiciiyle, Ma-
nastir’a huzurlu bir sekilde vardi. Aziz Mor Malke Estrata-
sis’e, "Kafanin iistiindeki kurnaya zarar vermeden" yere in-
dir" dedi. Seytan da kafasinin iistiindekini yere indirip ayaga
kalkti. Aziz Mor Malke, seytandan nicin ayaga kalktigin
sordu. Seytan da, "Mekanima vardim, beni serbest birak" de-
di. Ancak onu serbest birakmak istemeyen Aziz Mor Malke,
su cevabi verdil: " Benden 1stirap ve eziyet ¢cekeceksin, huzur
ve rahatlik icin burada degilsin, bundan sonra Isa Mesih’in is-
tegini yerine getiren herkes tarafindan kovulup ezileceksin."

2.9. Sleymun, Aziz Mor Malke’nin yaninda

Bir siire sonra Aziz Mor Malke’nin yanina Arkah’li Vah-
ban ve oglu Sleymun geldi. Vahban, Mor Malke’ye, "Bir za-
manlar i¢inden seytani ¢ikardigin bu cocugun senin yaninda
diyaskos olarak kalmasini istiyorum" dedi. Cocugun heniiz
egiim gormedigini ve yasalari nasil uygulanacagini bilmedi-
gini belirten Aziz Mor Malke, "Bu ¢ocugu ne yapayim?" di-
ye sordu. Bu kez Sleymun kendisini seytandan kurtaran Aziz
Mor Malke'den orda kalmasi i¢in izin vermesini, begenme-
mesi halinde ailesinin yanina donecegini soyledi. Sley-
mun’un bu konusmalar1 Aziz Mor Malke’nin hosuna gitti.
Bu sirada babasi Vahban g6zyaslarini tutamiyordu. Aziz Mor
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Malke, Vahban’a Rab Allah’in ¢ocuktan razi oldugunu soy-
ledi. Bunun tizerine Vahban da "Oglumu once Allah’a sonra
da sana teslim ediyorum, ¢linki oglumun yasi daha kii¢iik ve
birseyden anlamiyor” diyerek evine donddi.

Aziz Mor Malke’nin yaninda kalmayi secen Sleymun’u
Mesihsel egitimle, mezmurlarla, ilahilerle ve Allah’a yarasir
bir sekilde yetistirmeye basladi. Bir toprak parcast yagmuru
nasil hizh bir sekilde emiryorsa, Sleymun da ogretilenleri
cok cabuk kavriyordu. Dogrulukla, dirtstlikle, duayla ve
orucla yetisiyordu. Geceyi de uyumayarak gec¢irip, insant gii-
naha gotiren yollardan uzak duruyordu.

Sleymun yedi sene egitimine devam ettikten sonra, Aziz
Mor Malke onu denemeye basladi. Aziz Mor Malke, yapti-
g1 denemelerden sonra onun daima Allah’la beraber oldugu-
nu anladi. Son denemesinde ise Sleymun’a "Herseyi 0gren-
din ve aydinlandin, simdi ailenin yanina don, ¢tinkii rahipli-
gin sartlarn ¢ok zordur” dedi. §leymun’un Aziz Mor Mal-
ke’ye cevabi soyle oldu:

"Eger burada rahipligin sartlarina gore yetismemis ve mi-
safirlere hizmet edemeyecek kadar cahilsem o zaman aile-
min yanina geri donecegim.” Sleymun’un bu konugmast Ma-
nastir’a ilk geldigi giin yaptigi konugsmadan daha etkili oldu.
Aziz Mor Malke, Selymun’a hi¢bir cevap vermedi, onu ne
ovdu ne de ayipladi.

Aziz Mor Malke, birkag giin sonra Sleymun’u rahip yap-
ti. Rahip olan Sleymun, Aziz Mor Malke’ye melekler gibi
hizmet etmeye basladi. Ikisi birlikte Allah’a yakisir bir sekil-
de hayatlarini siirdiirdiiler. Gelen misafirlert sanki rahip ola-
caklarmis gibi karsiliyorlardi. Aziz Mor Malke’nin istedigi
gibi inga ettigl Manastir, giizel bir goriiniim kazandi ve yani-
na yeni rahipler gelmeye baslad:.
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2.9.1. Mor Malke Kudiis’te hasta birini 1yilestiriyor

Aziz Mor Malke, Yerusalim’e gitmek 1stedi. Giderken
Darmsuk (Sam) carsisinda yere atilmig konusamayan, yii-
riimeyen ve gozlert gérmeyen bir adam gordii. Hastanin ya-
nina yaklasip ustiine dua okudu ve yanindaki kutsal yagla
yaglayip yoluna devam etti. Yerusalim’de kaldigi siire zar-
finda, Isa Mesih'in mezarindan, kutsal yerlerden, orada bu-
lunan Azizler’den bereketlendi ve kendisiyle beraber bere-
ket getirdi. Yerusalim’'den doniince, Darumsuk’ta sifa ver-
digi adami tekrar bulup ona bereket verdi. Baginin tistiinde
dua okuyarak sunlar1 soyledi: " Kendi elc¢ilerine gizli bir
giic, hastalara da sifa veren biliyiik Allah! Meryem Ana’nin
ve biitiin Azizilerin dualariyla beraber simdi de sana sifa ve
saghk versin.” Amin.

Aziz Mor Malke, hastanin yanina yaklasip elinden tuta-
rak, "Isa Mesih adiyla saglikli bir sekilde kalk" diye seslen-
di. Hasta Rabbin giictiyle kalktig1 zaman hem goriiyor hem
duyuyor hem de konusuyordu. Darmsuk’taki insanlar, Aziz
Mor Malke 'nin elleriyle caddenin ortasinda gerceklesen bu
mucizey1 goriince hayret edip, Allah’a siikrettiler. Aziz Mor
Malke’den yanlarinda kalmasini istediler. Ancak Aziz Mor
Malke, onlarin bu istegini geri ¢evirdi. Oradaki hastalan
yanina getirtip hepsini 1yilestirdi ve huzurlu bir sekilde
Darmsuk 'tan ayrildi.

2.9.2. Mor Malke Avtel isminde birini iyilestiriyor

Manastir’a vardiginda ogrencisi Sleymun ve rahiplerin
Allah’1in sevgisiyle hizmet ettiklerini gordii. Yanlarinda da
Avtel adinda bir adam ve bes kisi vardi. Avtel ayin yapilan
bollimiin onlinde ve yatagin tizerindeydi. Aziz Mor Mal-
ke'nin geldigini goren Avtel, hizmetcilerinden kendisini
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onun yanina yaklastirmalarint istedi. Bu konugmayi duyan
Aziz Mor Malke, "Birakin ben onun yanina gidecegim" de-
di. Aziz Mor Malke, yanina yaklastiginda Avtel aglamaya
pasladi. "Nerelisin, neden aghyorsun ve neyin var?" diye
sorular yonelten Aziz Mor Malke 'ye Avtel sunlart soyledi:

"Ben Asur sehrinden hizmet¢in Eytib’iin bes cocugun-
dan birtyim. Birglin babamin siiriilerint glitmeye gittim.
Oglen saatlerinde nehrin yanindayken bagima bir olay gel-
di. Gordiigiin gibi 18 yasindayim ve o giinden bugiine ka-
dar babam beni bir¢ok doktora gotiirdii. Ama higbirt beni
1ytlestiremedi ve epey bir paramizi aldilar. Senin mucizele-
rini duyunca hizmetgilerime beni katinn tistiine koyup sana
getirmelerini istedim. Senin yerini 6grenince kalkip geldik.

Simdi oniinde yatan bu hizmetg¢ine bir 1yihk yap ve be-
ni bu hastaliktan kurtar.”

Aziz Mor Malke de. onu kurtaracak olanm Rab Isa Me-
sth oldugunu soyledi. Boynunda bulunan altin Hag la be-
raber merhameti, sefkati ve Yerusalim'den getirdigr bere-
ketleri suyun icine koyarak ti¢ giin bekleten Aziz Mor Mal-
ke, Avtel’t o kutsal suyla yikadi ve lizerine dua okunmug
bir yagla her tarafini yagladi. Avtel o giin kutsal ayine ka-
tildi . Aziz Mor Malke, Avtel'i elinden tutup kutsal heyke-
lin yanina gotlirdi ve Rab Allah in mayeuyle saghkli bir
sekilde disar1 ¢ikardi. Avtel Allah’in giicliyle hastahKktan
kurtulup 1yilesti.

Manastir’da onbes giin kalan Avtel. Aziz Malke ye
"Hizmetcilerimle birlikte gert donme zamanimiz geldi ama
benim gonliim burada kalmaktan yana, senin bana bu konu-
da 6nerin ne olur?" diye sordu. Aziz Mor Malke de "Once
selametle ailenin yanina geri don, saghgina nasil kavustu-
gunu onlara miijdele, eger senin diistincene atlen de onay ve-
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rirse geri don. Yok eger ailen senin bu diislincene katilmi-
yorsa onlarin yaninda kal" diye cevap verdi.

Ailesinin yanina geri dondiiklerinde, Avtel’in sagligina
nasil kavustugunu biitiin ayrintilariyla anlattilar. Ailest de
cocuklarinin iyilestigini goriince Allah’a siikretti. Avtel ai-
lesinin yaninda ii¢ ay kaldiktan sonra "Sevgili ailem, dok-
torlar bile beni sagligima kavusturamadilar. Simdiye kadar
zarardan baska bir seylerini gormedik. Beni 1yilestiren Aziz
Mor Malke’nin yanina geri donmek istiyorum” diyerek ni-
yetini acikladi. Ailesi de, Aziz Mor Malke’nin artik kendi-
sini saghgina kavusturdugunu, bir kez daha yanina neden
gitmek istedigini sordu. Avtel, kendisini sagligina kavustu-
ran Aziz Mor Malke’ye geri donecegine ve onun 6grencisi
olacagina dair s0z verdigini acikladi. Babasi, Avtel’e "Og-
lum yanimizdan ayrilacagin i¢cin sevinmedigimizi biliyor-
sun, madem s0z verdin o zaman soziinii yerine getirmen
gerekiyor” diyerek gitmesine izin verdi.

2.10. Avtel, Mor Malke’nin 6g8rencisi oluyor

Avtel, Aziz Mor Malke’nin yanina dondiigiinde, yanin-
da 43 tane deve, bir¢cok koyun ve merkep aldi. Yanindaki
deve, koyun ve merkepleri goren Aziz Mor Malke "Bu ya-
nindakiler nedir Avtel?" diye sordu. Avtel, "Bunlar evdeki
payimdir, onlara bir yer insa etmem i¢in bana izin ver" de-
di. Aziz Mor Malke "Istedigin yerde hayvanlara bir yer in-
sa edebilirsin” diyerek Manastir’in batr yoniinii gosterdi.
Izin alan Avtel, kendisi ve hizmetcileri icin bir yer inga et-
ti. Hayvanlar i¢in de bir kuyu kazdi. Hepsi birarada huzur-
lu bir sekilde yasamaya basladilar.

Birgiin hirsizlar Avtel'in mekanin bastilar. Avtel, hiz-






54 Aziz Mor Malke nin Yagami ve Manastiri’mn Tarihgesi

nin yardimlariyla inga edildi. Kapisinin lstiine Yesuh’un
imzasi atildi. Aziz Mor Malke Manastir'inin giizel goriinii-
miine ¢ok seviniyordu.

2.11. Mor Malke bir ¢ocugu iyilestiriyor

Birgiin AzizMor Malke ' nin yanina Biiyiik Kafro koyiin-
den bir adam geldi. Bu adamin oglu yedi yildan beri bagir-
sak hastaligindan muzdaripti, ne yerse kusuyordu. Sifa bul-
ma umuduyla cocugu Aziz Mor Malke’ye getirdi. Aziz Mor
Malke de Allah’in giiciyle ¢ocugu iyilestirdi. Daha sonra
bu adam uzun oruglarla, duayla, temiz bir sevgiyle kendini
Allah’a adadi. Kendini kutsal ruha layik gorlinceye kadar,
giizel bir sekilde hizmet etti. Bu sekilde giizel hizmet eden
adamda ne kin, ne kiskanclik, ne hilekarlik, ne yalancilik,
ne de kibir kaldi. Hi¢bir zaman zengine fakirden, esrafa di-
lenciden daha c¢ok deger vermedi. Bu 6zellikler1 yiiziinden
herkes tarafindan ¢ok sevilir oldu. Cok miitevazi olup be-
linde demirden bir kemer tasimaya basladi. Bu giizel alis-
kanliklar1 sayesinde seytanin biitiin giiciinii de yokedebili-
yordu. Seytanla miicadalesinde siirekli galip geliyordu.

2.12. Mor Malke’nin Vasiyeti

Aziz Mor Malke, oliimiiniin yaklastigini hissedince, 68-
rencilert Sleymun ve Avtel’i ¢agirarak onlara su 6giitlerde
bulundu: " Bakin ey sevgili ¢ocuklarim! Dua etmeyi ve
oru¢ tutmay sevin, temizliginizi ve bekarliginizi koruyun,
daima sevgiyi isteyin, sevginin ardindan kosun, birbiriniz-
le daima bansik olun, biitiin giizellikleri yakalamaya cali-
sin, kotiiliikleri 1yiliklerle yenin ve bunlari yaparken iyiligi-
niz hi¢ azalmasin.”

Bu ogiitlerden sonra Aziz Mor Malke buhurdanligin
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(firmonun) i¢ine tiitsii yakip, duasinda sunlari diledi: "Beni
bu diinyaya getiren ey biiylik Allah’im! Hizmet¢inin duasi-
na ve dileklerine cevap verment istiyorum. Benr anacak ve
sefaatimi dileyecek olan kisilert aglhiklardan ve kotii afetler-
den koru. Korleri, felclileri, zihinsel oziirliiler1 ve seytan-
dan zarar gorenleri 1yilestir. Onlara bereket, bol lirtin, mut-
lu ve uzun yillar thsan et. Kim benim Manastir imdan be-
reket alirsa, bu bereketi evine ve tarlasina koysun ki zarar-
I1 hayvanlar oraya giremesin. Bu Manastir a da kim zarar
verirse yiice Allah onun kargihi@im verecektir.”

2.13. Aziz Mor Malke’nin Vefati

Aziz Mor Malke. duasini bitirdikten sonra hayata gozle-
rini yumarak ebedi uykusuna daldi. Kurtarict Rab Isa Me-
sth’e kavustu. Aziz Mor Malke 21 Nisan 315 tarthinde ve-
fat ettigi gilin, yerytliziinde gilizel bir ¢1g olustu ve dort bir
yana glizel kokular yayilmaya basladi. Aziz Mor Malke 'nin
biitiin hayat1 93 yila s18d1. Cenazesinde 100 rahip. 50 papaz
ve diyakos hazir bulundu. Kalabahk cemaat Aziz Mor Mal-
ke’yi elbiseleriyle ve giizel kokularla sararak cok degerl
bir sandiga koyup ilahilerle onu Manastir'in i¢cine defnetti-
ler. Gliniimiize kadar bu Manastuir Mor Malke Manastir
olarak ulastr.

7- Vefat tarihinde bir yanhshk oldugu diistiniilmektedir. Clinkii Mor Malke
geng yasta, M.S. 308 yilinda Nusaybin Episkoposlugu na yiiksceltilenr Mor
Yakup tarafindan rahiplik riitbesine terfi ettirildigi dikkate alinirsa, Mor
Malke nin vefat tarihinde bir yanlishk oldugu ortaya ¢ikacakur.






III. BOLUM

MOR MALKE MANASTIRI

3.1. Mor Malke Manastiri’'nin Metropolitlik Merkezi olugu

Mor Malke Manastiri, Izlo Dagi’nin smurlari icinde ye-
ralan Siiryani Cemaatinin ruhsal islerinin yiiriitiilmesi ko-
nusunda 14.yilizyilin sonlarina dogru ‘Beth-Rise’ adi altin-
da metropolitlik merkezi olmus ve 1926 yilina kadar bu ko-
numunu siirdirmiis olmasi agisindan 6zel bir 6neme sahip-
tir. 600 yliz y1l bir siire metropolitlik merkezligine ev sahip-
ligi yapmis bir Manastir in Siiryani toplumu nezdinde ne
kadar onem tasidigi aciktir.

Manastir’da gorev yapan metropolitlerin kronolojik

olarak 1simleri:

1- Arbolu Diyoskoros Behnam Bar-Semun Kaki veya
Zukaki MS.1397-1401: 1415°te Mafiryanlik riitbesine
ylikseldi ve 1417 de vefat ettl.

2- Yuhanon Aday + 1432

3- Barsavmo + 1457

4- Malke +1465

5- Beth-Man’emli Filiiksinos Abrohom 1476-?

6- Beth-Man'emli Sevireyos Garib 1479

7- Gabriyel +1492

8- Arbolu Ivennis 1505 te 6ldiiriildii.

9- Metropolit Abdullahad ve Mectropolit Yakup 1846
Yunan yili (Miladi 1535)%

10- Filiiksinos Yuhanon 1553-1559

11- Hababli Ivennis Iliyo 1560-1579

9- Mor Malke Manastiri 'ndaki Incil. Siirvanice el vazmasi. 1793 Yinan
Yili (M. 1482) Son Sayfa, Tarih¢e Boliimii
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3.2. Manastirin Yikilisi

Turabdin’deki kilise ve manastirlarin tarithint yazan Or-
yantalist arastirmaci ve arkeolog bayan Gertrude Bell 1909
yilinda Mor Malke Manastiri’ni ziyaret ettigi ve Manas-
hr’in genel bir fotografini ¢cektigini ve kilisenin planini ¢iz-
digin1 belirtmektedir. 1982 yilinda Gertrude Bell'in kitabi-
na bazi ilaveler ekleyerek ikinci baskisini yapan Marlia
Mundell Mango, Manastir’in 1926 yilinda yikurildigini
acikliyor. Kaldi ki, donemin gorgii taniklarinin da bunu te-
yid ettigi ve sonraki kusaklara aktardiklart bilgiler bugiin
de bilinen bir gercektir.

1925 yilinda devlete karsi baglayan Seyh Sait ayaklan-
masinin devami olarak da 1926 yilinda Haco isyani ortaya
cikmustir. Izlo Dagi’n, bir (s olarak kullanan Haco ve yan-
daslari, Mor Malke Manastiri n1 1sgal etmis ve i¢ine yerles-
mislerdir. Devlet de bu 1syani basurmak ve icindeki sigin-
mactlart ele gecirmek amaciyla kilise ve manastirlara ta-
aruz baglatmistir. Bu taaruzdan birkag kilise ve manastirla
beraber Mor Malke de nasibini almig ve 1926 yilinda atilan
topcu atesi sonucu yerle bir olmustur."'?

12- The Churces And Monasteries Of Turabdin. Gertrude Bell. With An Into-
duction And Notes By Marlia Mundell Mango. London. 1982, Preface
And.p. 140
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Beth-Kadise/ Azizlerin evi, Meryem Ana Kilisesi ve bir-
kag tane sacakli kemer disinda yikilmayan yer kalmamistir.
Azizlerin Evi yer aliinda olmasindan dolayi1 zarar gorme-
mistir. Meryem Ana Kilisesi de manastirin ortasinda yeral-
masindan olsa gerek yikilmaktan kurtulmustur. Manastir,
Haco ve yandaslar tarafindan i1sgal edildikten sonra Ma-
nastir Metropoliti Mor Severiyos Smuyel ve ona eslik eden
30 kisi Ninova orucu giinlerinde Suriye’ye kagmak zorun-
da kalmislar. Kis mevsimi olmasindan dolay1 hepsi yolda
soguktan donarak yasamlarini yitirmistir. ('

Manastir'in yikilisint anlatan Oryantalist Par Jean-Ma-
urice Fiey su bilgilert vermektedir: "1926 yilinda Haco is-
yaninda yagmalanan ve isgal edilen manastir, isyani
bastirmak i¢in askerler tarafindan imha edilmistir. Manas-
urin son Metropoliti olan Severios Samuyel, bu olay nede-
niyle kacarken, Gligal Dagi’'nda 79 yasindayken yasamini
yitirmistir. Beth-Rise Abrasiyesine bagli halk da Musul ve
Singar’a kacmistir. Mor Malke Manastirt 1955°te yeniden
insa edilmistir." '

1766°da bolgeyr ziyaret eden seyyah Niehbun, Mor
Malke Manastir’inda, sara hastaliginin dualarla tedavi edil-
digine dair duyumlar aldigini vurgulanustir.

13- Réportaj: Maravge Altuntas. Midyat, 2004

14- Corpus Scriptorum Christtanorum Orientalium Editum Consilio. Universi-
tatis Catholicae Americae Et Universitatis Catholicae Lovanensis. vol.338.
Subsidia Tome 54. Nisibe. Metrepole Syriaque Orientale et Ses Sutfragants Des
Origines A Nos Jours, par Jean-Maurice Fiey. Louvamn. Secretariat Du Corpus

SCO 49 Waversebaen. 1977, p.143.
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Lahdo Olmez ve bir arkadast manastirin yikilisint géren
iki gorgii tamgidir. Tedaris Olmez babasindan duyduklarin
soyle anlatiyor: "Manastirm yikihisint kargidaki dagdan 1z-
lemekteydik. Askerlerin manastirin etrafint sarmalarindan
bir siire sonra aniden goge toz, duman ve alevler ylikseldr.
Biiyuk bir giiriilti duydugumuzda deprem oldugunu ya da
kiyamet koptugunu sandik. Bu giirtiltiiden yarim saat sonra
Manastir yerle bir oldu ve sanki tarithte dyle bir manasur
yokmus hissine kapildik." ")

Bu donemde Mor Malke Manastirt nin disinda yikilan
kilise ve manastirlar:

1- Mor Iliyo Manastirr: Habab Koyii niin kuyezinde ye-
ralmaktadir. Halen harap bir durumdadir.

2- Meryem Ana Kilisesi ve Mor Sarkis-Bakus Kilisest:
Habab Koyiiniin i¢cinde bulunan kiliselerdir.

3- Dayro Daslibo/Ha¢c Manastirt: O tarthte manastir ola-
rak kullanilmaktayken, giiniimtizde Catalcam Koyt olarak
bilinmektedir. Koyliler manastirt yerlesime agtilar.

4- Mor Dodo Kilisesi: Bisorino/Haberli Koyii 'niin kili-
sesidir.

5- Dibek Koyii'ndeki: Haco Kasri

15- Roportaj: Rahip Aziz Celik. Tedaris Olmez'den (Lahdo Olmez'in oglu)
duyduklari, 10.12.2004, Mor Malke Manastir 1.
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Ayrica Mor Gabriel Manastir hakkinda halk arasinda
stk sik dile getirilen ve glivenilir kaynaklardan edindigimiz
bilgileri de aktarmadan ge¢mek olmaz. Mor Gabriel Ma-
nastirt nin yikilis emri, manastira gelen bir komutan tara-
findan bizzat teblig edilir. Manastirin yikilmasi i¢in emir
aldigin1 yetkilelere bildiren komutana Manastir’in reisl ta-
rafindan su agiklama yapilir: " Bu manastirin kiyamet gii-
niine kadar yikilmayacagina dair bir inan¢ tasimaktayiz.
Cunkii manastirin temeli Aziz Mor Semun ile birlikte Al-
lah'in melegi tarafindan bizzat atildiginda, kendisine dirilis
giintine kadar yikilmayacagi sozii verilmistir. Buna ne der-
siniz?"

Bu konusmaya i¢erleyen komutan, "Neler konustugunuz
farkinda misiniz, yikim emrinin elimde oldugunu soyliiyo-
rum, ikinci emir geldiginde yikilacaktir" der. Manastir Re-
1s1 bu kez "Emriniz olur Efendim" cevabini verir. Komutan
gerl dondiigiinde ikinci emrin gelmesini beklerken, yikil-
mamasi yoniinde emir gelince sasirir. Tam tersi yonde em-
ri alan komutan, manastira geri doner ve Manastir Reisi’ne
su mujdeyi verir: "Gergekten dediginiz dogru ¢ikmis ve bu
durum beni ¢ok etkilemistir. Sizlert kutluyorum.” Mor
Gabriel Manastir’i bu sekilde yikilmaktan kurtulmus olur.

3.3. Manastirin yeniden insa edilmesi

Mor Malke Manastiri’ nin yikilisindan sonra 1950 yilina
kadar harabe bir durumda kalmistir. Harabele/ Uckoy Ko-
yiinden Favlus Oz adinda hayirsever bir miimin, manastiri
bu durumda gortince, yiiregindeki iman ve gayret onu hare-
kete gecirir ve maddi olanaksizliklara karsin manastirt ken-
di imkanlariyla insa etmeye karar verir. Bu konudaki ciddi-
yetini koyliilere de ileten Favlus Oz, koyliilerin de destegi-
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Bunlar;
1- Rahip Aziz Celik
2- Rahip Gabriyel Cati

3.5.6. Rahip Gabriyel Cati:
1 Ekim 1999 tarthinde Mor Gabriyel Manastirina atanir-
ken, digeri halen de Manastirda devam etmektedir.

3.5.7. Rahip Aziz Celik’in Biyografisi:

Gevriye ve Seyde oglu Aziz Celik, 1968 in Subat ayin-
da Arkah (Harable) Uckdy Koyii'nde diinyaya geldi. [1kog-
renimini Uckdy koyiindeki ilkokulda bitirdikten sonra Siir-
yanice egitimini de koydekt Mor Efrem ve Mor Teodoros
Kilisesinin medresesinde gormdistiir. 1991 yilinda vatani
gorevini yerine getirdikten birka¢ ay sonra, rahip olmak
amaciyla, Mor Malke Manastiri’'na yerlesmistir.
09.01.1994 tarithinde Turabdin Metropoliti Samuel Aktas
tarafindan rahipligin hayatina kutsanarak ve ayn zamanda
Incil-i Simmas riitbesiyle terfi etti. 02.02.2002 tarihinde ka-
hinlik mertebesine yine Turbdin Metropoliti Mor Timothe-
os Samuel Aktas tarafindan yiikseltildi. Halen manastirda
yasamakta ve manastir islerinde Rahip Iso’ya yardim et-
mektedir.

3.6. Mor Malke’nin Sahrosu (Bayrami)

Siiryani Kilisest (Meryem Ana ve Vaftizct Yuhanna’'nin
dogum giinleri hari¢) geleneksel olarak azizlerm bu fani
diinyadan intikal ettikleri giinii bir bayram olarak kabul et-
mekte ve dogum giinlerini yok saymaktadir. Ciinkii bircogu
putperestlikle dogmus ya da miimin olmayan ailelerin ¢o-
cuklar olarak diinyaya gelmislerdir. Biitiin kiliseler azizle-
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rin, sehitlerin, el¢ilerin, Meryem Ana’nin adinmi tagimakta-
dir. Bunlarm bir béliimii evrensel, bir boliimii 1se yoresel-
dir. Genellikle her koy, kasaba, sehir kendi kilisesinin bay-
ramini kutlamaktadir. Bazi kilise ve manastirlarin bayrami
ise yoresel olarak kutlanmaktadir.

Mor Malke sahrosu (bayrami) da yilda birgiin olmak
iizere 1 Eyliil'de biiylik bir coskuyla yoresel olarak kutlani-
yor. 31 Agustos’u | Eyliil’e baglayan giinlin 6gle vaktinden
sonra Aziz Mor Malke 'nin sefaatint dilemek amaciyla her
yerden Siiryaniler Manastira akin etmeye baslar. Azizin
adiyla aksam diizenlenen 0zel dua programina herkes ka-
tilir. Kilise dolup tasar. Kiliseden ¢ikan misafirlerin yiiziin-
de mutluluk ve sevin¢ hemen goze carpar. Bu bayram ayni
zamanda uzak yerlerden gelen misafirlerin birbirini géorme-
sine de vesile olur. Misafirlere aksam yemegi sunulduktan
sonra gecenin geg saatlerine kadar diyakoslar ilahiler teriin-
niim ederler. Iste bu gelenege Siiryanice Sahro ad1 verilir.

Sabahin erken saatlerinde yapilan dualara ve ayine yine
herkes bliyiik bir imanla katilir. Ayin bitiminde Aziz Mor
Malke 'nin yasami hakkinda vaaz verilir. Herkes azizin ke-
miklerinden bereket aiir. Ayin sonrasinda biitiin misafirlere
kahvalt1 verilir ve daha sonra cemaat dagilir.

3.7. Glinlimiizde Manastirda Meydana Gelen Mucizeler

Hristiyanligin temel inanct, Isa Mesih’in yapmis oldugu
mucizeler iizerine kuruludur. Isa Mesih bu yetkiyi kendi
ogrencilerine resmen teslim etmistir. Ogrenciler de aldik-
lar1 bu yetki dogrultusunda degisik mucizeler gostermisler-
dir. Azizler de ayni ¢izgi dogrultusunda hareket ederek tip-
ki Isa Mesih'in ve elcilerin gosterdikleri mucizelerin ben-
zerlerini yaratmiglardir. Azizlerin yasam oykiileri okundu-
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runda bunlar gormek mimkiindir. Aziz Mor Malke’nin
yykiislinde goriildiigli gibi bir insanda iman, umut, sevgi ve
y1 amel bulundugu takdirde kuskusuz ayni mucizeleri ya-
atma imkant da dogacakur. Ciinkii azizler de bizim gibi n-
andir. Gercek nanglarindan ve iy1 islerinden dolayr muci-
e yaratma giicline sahip oldular.

Mor Malke Manastiri’nin reisi Rahip Iso Atas, iki muci-
enin gorgii tamgl olarak, bu mucizeler hakkinda su bilgi-
eri vermektedir: "1984 yilinda Daline/ Sivrice Koyii'nden
niisliman bir aile manastira geldi. Yanlarinda sinirsel has-
aligi bulunan 15 yaslarinda bir erkek ¢ocuk bulunmaktay-
l1. Cocugu bir esegin sirtina baglayip getirmisglerdr. Cocu-
ru sinirsel hastaligr nedeniyle manastira apar topar giicliik-
e sokabildiler. Kilisenin i¢ine girdiklerinde ¢ocugun anne-
i Incil’e yaklasarak biiyiik bir imanla &ptii. Ancak incili
y)ptiigli icin kocasi tarafindan azarlandi. Kadin kocasina
ert bir sekilde ‘Incil’i dptiigiim icin beni azarliyorsun, pe-
(1 0o zaman niye geldik. ben iman ederek incili opliyorum’
ledi. Kilisede bulunan sagakli bir kemer i¢inde bir saat ka-
an cocuk, daha sonra yiiriiyerek evine dondu."

Daha sonraki yillarda Isve¢'te ayni hastalifa yakalanan
siiryani kokenlt Midyatli Semire (Nebil'in esi) isminde bir
vayan, akrabalart tarafindan biiylik bir imanla manastira ge-
irildi. Cektigi acidan dolayi feryat ediyor ve ayakta durami-
jordu. Iceriye binbir zorlukla alabildiler. Manastirda bir ge-
e kalan kadin 1yilesti ve mutlu bir sekilde evine dondi. Bu
cadin her yil manastira hediyeler gondermektedir.'”

7- Réportaj: Rahip [so ATAS. 19.08.1999. Mor Malke Manastiri
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Sonug:

Turabdin merkezinin Izlo Dagi’nin ortasinda yer alar
Mor Malke Manastiri, 4. ylizyildan kalma tarihi bir eser ol-
masindan ziyade, Siiryaniler nezdinde kutsal bir manastun
olarak kabul edilmektedir. Tarthin donemeclerinde, 160(
yillik zaman diliminde biitiin zorluklara ve olumsuzluklarz
ragmen halen ayakta durmakta ve zamana taniklik etmek-
tedir.

Giiniimiizde altin ¢agim1 yasamakta ve Basrahip Isc
Atas’in yoneticiligl altinda faal bir durumda olup ziyarete
aciktir.

Tarihi eserlere deger verenlerin gérmesi, miiminler tara-
findan ziyaret edilmesi gereken cok onemli dini ve tarihi
bir mekandir. Bu tarihi ve kutsal mekanlar1 gormemenir
yasantimizda bir eksiklik ve bir bosluk yaratacagi diisiince-
sindeyim.

Ebediyen ayakta kalmasi temennisiyle...
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nevertheless, it retained its historical importance. In ancient
times, the Syriac people called the mount Izlo, but during
the Middle Ages, the Greeks gave it the name Masius.
Until recently the headquarters of the Diocese of Mount
Izlo =Aure was Mor Malke Monastery, but it was given
the name of Beth Rishe ~fx.i ¥a= and kept until 1926.
After 1926, the headquarters of the Diocese disintegrated
and was connected to the Diocese of Turabdin. Nowadays,
Mount Izlo is occasionally called Raite JAs; or Bagoke,
and it was named Mount Gogal in ancient texts. The word
Raite comes from Syriac word ro'itho, which means a com-
munity managed by a priest or a metropolitan bishop.

Mount Izlo has four different features: historical,
socio-cultural, religious and strategic:

1.1. Historical Features

In the Book of Ezekiel which is in the second part
of Old Testament there is a lamentation for city of Tyr:
"Damascus traded with you, for quantities of your
manufactured goods an other goods of all kinds,
furnishing you with wine from Helbon and wool
from Zahar. Dan and Javan from Uzal onwards,
supplied you with wrought iron, cassia and reeds in
exchange for your goods" (Ezekiel 2)

Ammianus Marcellinus, a Greek historian of Rome,
who recounted the history of Mardin, noted that the road to
Diyarbakir-Mardin and Nusaybin passed through Mount
Izale, between Maride and Lorne Castles.
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vhich were inhabited and fully active throughout the
Aiddle Ages, only managed to survive until the beginning
f the 20th century. Today, only Mor Malke Monastery
emains active.

According to a document preserved in our Patriarchal
\rchives, with file number 22/44 and dated June 5, 1895,
he names of monks who belonged to the monasteries 1n
vlidyat, Besheri, Nusaybin, and Gziro/Cizre region are
siven as follows:

Mor Malke Monastery
1- Monk 'Abdallah
2- Monk Malke

Mor Eliyo Monastery, Hbob Village
3- Monk Gevriye

The Church of Hbob
4- Monk Yusuf

Mor Abrohom Monastery, Bagoke

5- Monk Gevriye, from Hbob

6- Monk Lahdo, from Besheriye

7- Monk Gevriye, from Beth Sbirino (Bsorino)
8- Monk Behno, from Midin

9- Monk Isho, from Hbob

Mor Ya'qub Monastery / Deyr-Ghazalke
10- Monk Isho
11- Monk Saliba
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The Church of Beth Debe (Badibbe) Village
12- Monk Sawmay

Mor Augin Monastery
13- Monk Ablahad

14- Monk Ibrahim, Ritbetlu
15- Monk Isho

16- Monk Saliba

Mor Yuhanon Monastery
17- Monk Aho
18- Monk Gevriye

Mor Aho Monastery

19- Monk Barsaumo

20- Monk Lahdo

The Church of Arbo Village
21- Monk Bahho

Mor Gabriel Monastery

22- Monk Isho, from Midin

23- Monk Danho, from Kfarbe
24- Monk Gevriye, from Bote
25- Monk 'Abdo, from Midin
26- Monk Ya'qub, from Bsorino

Mor Abrohom Monastery, Midyat
277- Monk Circis Nacih

28- Monk Gevriye

29- Monk Yuhanon

30- Monk Isho
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Mor Sharbel Monastery, Midyat
31- Monk Yuhanon

32- Monk Barsaumo

33- Monk Shem'un

Mor Lo'ozor Monastery, Habsus Village
34- Monk Kerimo
35- Monk Shabo

The Church of the Virgin Mary, Midyat
36- Monk Zeytun

Mor Quryaqos Church, Anhel Village

37- Priest Sawmay (A list of monks from 1870 included
~monk from Anhel named Sawmay. Most likely these two
lames refer to the same monk).

The Virgin Mary's Monastery, Hah
38- Monk Esmer

The Church of Zaz Village
39- Monk Mushe

Azakh
40- Monk Ibrahim
41- Monk Amsih

Maghar Monastery / Mor Aho
42- Monk Ephrem

Mor Basus Monastery
43- Monk Ishoq
44- Monk Gevriye, from Hah
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Mor Quryaqos Monastery
45- Monk Yusuf
46- Monk Gewargis

Bibo Church
47- Monk Murad

Duga Village
48- Monk Aho
49- Monk Malke, Yezidi

Deyr-Shimshim Monastery
50- Monk Ablahad

Deyrulzafaran Monastery
51- Monk Abdulnur Efendi
52- Monk Bishara Efendi

53- Monk Ibrahim Efendi

54- Monk Ilyas al-Khoury
55- Monk Gabriel

56- Monk Malke

57- Monk Shem'un

58- Monk Sa'id

59- Monk David

60- Monk Bishara

61- Monk Ephrem, from Kharput
62- Monk Ephrem. from Urfa
63- Monk Mansur

64- Monk Isho

65- Monk 'Abdallah Nihne
66- Monk Circis Malke

Kadiye Village
67- Monk Osyo
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There were two more monks, 'Abdallah and Malke,
yoth of whom lived with the Metropolitan in Mor Malke
vlonastery. According to another list of monks dated 1870,
Rabban Aho from Hbob (2) was in the same monastery since
11s name 1S included in the list of the metropolitans of 1888.
t seems that he was consecrated a metropolitan sometime
ifter 1870. Both of these lists reveal to us the importance of
Viount Izlo for Syriac people as well as they indicate the
ime period in which Mount Izlo monasteries were inhabited
)y monks whose names are mentioned in the list.

1.3. Socio- Cultural Features

There are also Syriac, Yezidi, and Kurdish villages with
nonasteries on Mount Izlo. The names of the villages are
nentioned according to their ethnic groups.

1.3.1. Inhabited Syriac Villages
1- M'are / Eski Hisar or Marine
2- Sederi / Ucyol

3- Harabemishka / Dagici

4- Badibbe / Dibek

5- Arkah (Harabale) / Uckoy

6- Hbob / Giizelsu

7- Arbo / Taskody

8- Kafro tahtayto / Elbegendi

9- Beth Man'am

)- Statistical population of Diyarbakir, Priest Abdallah Sadedi, 1870,
Handwritings, Gershuni alphabet, Dictionary of Syrianic- Arabic. p. 205.
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All the people of these villages, except those of
Harabale, emigrated from Turkey to different European
countries around 1985. The remaining 30 Syriac families ir
Harabale have built new houses over the last few years.
The village now has a police station, a school and a clinic.
The hard transportation conditions in winter have improvec
after a new asphalted road was built to Mor Malke
Monastery in 2001.

1.3.2. Inhabited Yezidi Villages
1- Katnas / Cayirli

2- Bajinne / Giiven

3- Daywanke / Corekli

4- Kochane / Kogan

5- Afshiye / Kaleli

6- Shikrine

7- Galye Sora / Giineli

Not only did the Syriac people leave, but all the people
of the other villages left for different parts of Europe
around 1985. Only the inhabitants of Kafnas have returned
to their village and built new houses.

1.3.3. Kurdish Muslim Villages

I- Olin

2- Barmunos (Beth Rumanos or Beth Barsaum)
3- Ghirbe-Ghallo

4- Kudbe

5- Sirincik
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The people who lived in these villages had three
ifferent ethnic and religious backgrounds, yet they lived in
armony and showed great respect for each other. Before
:aving for Europe, everybody celebrated three different
2ligious feasts. Everyone went to the other villages to
elebrate their ceremonies. Also, mutual respect and
nderstanding were exchanged among those who belonged
) various races or retigions. especially during ceremonies,
uch as wakes, weddings. circumcision feasts, baptisms, etc.
'hese three races left their villages for different European
ountries because of the turmoil that swept the region in
976. After 2003, when peace and order were restored. the
overnment granted the Syriac people the right to return to
1eir vitlages. and those peasants whose businesses
rogressed in Europe have started to return to their villages.
,ome of them have renovated their homes, but the majority
as built new homes. Especially. at the Kafro tahtayto /
‘Ibegendi village. they have built either new three-storey
ouses or villas, faced with stones. We hope our people's
uccess will be ceaseless, and those who had to leave their
illages will one day return and have the old livelthood
gain in the near future. We wish that life would go on at
Aount Izlo as it used to be in the good old days.

1.4. Economical Features of Mount Izlo
People have four main means of living on Mount Izlo:

1- Forestry

2- Breeding
3- Farming
4- Viniculture
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1.4.1. Forestry: Mount Izlo is covered with oaks, and
peasants cut plenty of the trees to heat their homes and sell
the rest to earn a living.

1.4.2. Breeding: Mount Izlo is very suitable for
cattle-breeding. Peasants are lucky to have pastures to
feed their animals and caves to shelter them. Revenue fron
cattle breeding is one of the means of livelithood for their
families. Besides domestic animals, hunting deer and pigs
provides these families with some additional food supply.

1.4.3. Farming: There is no more any cultivated land
for agriculture, so farming 1s no longer an important source
of income. Instead, people plant wheat, lentil, beans, barley
and chickpea and so on for their immediate needs. People
grow some kind of tobacco called kamash for their local
consumption, but they also sell the surplus tobacco to
generate some additional income.

1.4.4. Viniculture: The slopes of Mount Izlo provide the
best conditions for viniculture. The vineyards of the region,
as we mentioned earlier, are still very famous. The name of
the grapes in this region is drayso, which comes from Syriac
drisho. One bunch of these grapes could easily fill up a
basket. The wines and unfermented grape juices were sent
through pipes to Mosul, Iraq, as a substitute for taxes in the
past. Drayso grapes and raisins have a unique taste among al
the grapes of Turkey. Each grape is as big as a walnut and as
sweet as honey. There are trees of pomegranates, figs,
walnuts, almonds, apples, peaches, pistachios, terebinths,
pears, olives and acorns, in addition to viniculture.
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Romans built Demetrius Castle on top of a mountain in
the east of Mount Izlo in A.D. 351. This castle was built
by Demetrius, who was a general of Constantine. The
castle stretches from south to north, has 14 towers, two
turrets, and its length is around 1500 meters. The height of
ramparts i1s 10 meters, the towers are 15 meters, and the
vigilant turrets are 20 meters. Entering this grand castle 1s
possible only from the southern door. On the stage of the
castle stand cisterns, ruins of the living buildings, stores
and cellars. The castle was destroyed when it was invaded
by the Sassanides in their war against the Byzantines.

At the request of Mor Gabriel Monastery's bishop,
Demetrius' Castle, which had been destroyed during
regional wars, was rebuilt in 684 A.D. by 400 foremen
and workers who were supervised by Abrohom and
Lo'ozor, two Syriac men from Turabdin. After living a
long period of time in the castle, Rumi, a leader of
Turabdin, destroyed the castle with its own houses and
set on fire the doors of the castle in A. D. 751.

The sheltered Castle of Demetrius was exposed to
attacks of eneies. After it was renewed for the third time by
Commander Haytam on A. D. 972, it came to be known as
Haytam's Castle. " The castle was invaded by a Turkish
Emir known as the Blind Halil who was the servant of
Akkoyunlu Emperor Uzun Hasan in A.D. 1462.

3- History of Mor Gabriel Monastery by Filuksinos Hanna Dolabani, Hikmet
Matbaas”, Syirac, 1959. p. 159. Mardin

4- History of the monasteries and the churches placed in and around Mardin
P. Gabrivel AKYUZ. 1998. Tiirkce. p. 28.
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mportant place in history. It was built on top of a rock in the
vest of the city, and its contour 1s almost 2 km. There are 12
urrets and one tower. It 1s known that the door of the south
:ntrance was made of iron, but it no longer exists. At the
outh of a turret, under the palace of the Emperor, are cellars
vhose dimensions are 5x20 meters, and nearby there 1s a
1stern whose water 1s said to ward off some diseases. The
,ource of this water 1s still unknown.

As for the palace, 1t was built in a Roman style and
epaired many times by Syriac Emperors and rulers. The
ity and its castle were built in a sheltered place, on a
salley road leading to a lowland area. The height from the
>ntrance to the highest point 1s between 300 to 400 meters.
['here are no city walls on the north side because of the
steep rocks. However, no epitaph was found to specify the
1istory of the castle: however. it seems that it 1s a Roman
~vork and was exposed to many wars. There 1s no doubt that
his palace has come down from ancient times in spite of
centuries of devastating wars. ©

1.5.4. Kalecik Village Castle

Kalecik Village Castle was also a castle located in the
wvest of Beyaz Su, which is one of the frontiers of Mount
(zlo. As for its similarity to Mardin, Kalecik village could
oe called little Mardin. However, due to its location along
‘he mountainside, it was considered the guard of the region.

The strategic importance of Mount Izlo lies i its
altitude (1254 meters) and several important castles.

5- History and Geography of Nusaybin. Hasan Sami Oltulu.Manager of
Akarsu Subdistrict, 13 th December 1973. non pubfished work. p. 383






PART II

TASHITHO DMOR MALKE ©
THE BIOGRAPHY OF MORMALKE

2.1. The Birth of Malke

In the village of Qlysma (modern Suez) i Egypt, there
vas a man called Yuhanna, who was the son of a noble and a
vealthy family. Yuhanna and his wife, with the passage of
ime, were getting quite worried because they did not have a
on to console them and nherit their wealth.

God gave Yuhanna and his wife. Ratqa. a daughter. not a
jon, to test therr faith. They called their daughter Shufni.
Rafga, Malke's mother, who was the sister of Mor Augin,
said to her husband. "Let's give a feast to our neighbors to
nake them as happy as we are.” Yuhanna accepted this
suggestion with joy and ordered his servants to bring three
»xen and ten lambs. The servants went to the shed and
yrought the animals. Yuhanna and Rafqa prepared a feast
ippropriate to them guests and gave out most of their riches
o the poor as a donation. On that day. Yuhanna said i his
rayer, "O Compassionate. Merciful. Patient. and Exalted
3od. we beg you 1o give another son to your humble
servants so that they can be consoled by him."

God heard and answered Yuhanna's prayer. Three years
ater, God gave them a blessed son. On that day. therr
2lation was greater than the day their daughter was born.

3>- Biography of Saint Mor Malke was translated from Syriac to
Turkish by Isa Akyiiz.
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Taking 5 kg of gold and giving it to his servants, Yuhanna
said, "Go and give out this gold to the poor, needy,
deserted, sorrowful, and ill-treated women. Do not give

it to the men who are drinking, having fun singing, or to
female fortunetellers.” The servants gave out the gold as

he had said.

Then Rafga asked Yuhanna to find a name for their son.
Yuhanna said to her, "Shufni, our daughter, will decide the
name of our son." Rafga agreed, and both called Shufni to
select a name for their son. They asked her, "What would
you call your brother?" Shufni answered, "My brother's
name would be Malke." They praised and thanked God
because Shufni did not open her mouth and say anything
until that day.

2.2. Malke Goes to School

After Malke's birth, his mother began to fast and work
hard, giving out the money she earned to the poor and
needy. When Malke was only five years old, his family
sent him to Malfono (teacher) Shmuel for Christian
education. Noticing that Malke had a gold cross around
his neck and two gold earrings, with a cross, on his ears,
Malfono Shmuel asked him, "Son of Yuhanna, what are
these on your ears? This is improper to someone seeking
Christian education!

Malke answered him, "O master! The necklace
and the earrings are symbols of the Holy Trinity and also
a weapon against evil. Malfono Shmuel was stunned by
Malke's words; however, neither he criticized him nor
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ymplimented him. After that encounter, Shmuel began to
ve him more than the other children. In addition to Malke,
ere were 27 pupils in the school.

One of the students at the school was Elisha, who was
e writer of Malke's biography. According to Elisha's
periences and writings, Malke was endowed with
ience, knowledge, wisdom, humitity and respect to God
ore than the other children. The blessings of God were
»on him. Each day, as he was meeting with his teacher, he
emed to be gaining more wisdom. Impressed by Malke,
s friends called him "the most intelligent boy,” and his
mily was proud of him. He stayed ten years and three
onths at the seminary.

Malke was an avid reader, read numerous books,
specially religious books which deepened his
aderstanding of the power of God. He had a great
2al of knowledge and always ready to offer advice.

Malke made a firm pledge to continue fasting.
=cause he was thinking that hfe was like a dream,
npty like passing clouds. As a result, he abhorred this life,
ut his family, without taking his spiritual ambitions into
>count, wanted him to marry a girl he hkes.

2.3. Malke's Family Requests His Marriage

Rafqa, Malke's mother, asked Yuhanna, her husband.
Now, we have to talk our son into getting married, while
e are still alive." Yuhanna asked his wife to talk about
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marriage with their son, but Rafga refused to do so saying,
"My son is so precious in my eyes; [ am embarrassed to
talk about it with him." So, they both decided to sit and
talk with him. Malke, as usual, was very respectful
whenever he sat down with his parents.

Yuhanna putlled a chair, sat next to his son, and started
speaking with him. First of all, his father asked him,
"Dear son, we would like to talk with you about something.
Do you want to talk now or another ttme?" Turning around
to face his tfather, Malke said, "Please, tell me whatever you
want to. Have I made a mistake? Is there any probtem?"
His father responded, "No my son, you haven't made a
mistake, and there is no problem. But we, as parents, think
that you are old enough to think of marriage, an act that
will make your mother and me very happy.” Then his
father continued talking, "God had willed that your mother
stay barren. Looking forward to have a child, someone to
inherit our wealth, we made a vow to help the poor and the
needy, and God responded to our need and gave us a son
and heir. As you see, we are growing old. So, please ook
everywhere for a girl that you want to marry."
Malke answered with sweet words, putting his parents'
mind at rest, "It is not fair to do something like this now,
when my older sister 1s stitt at home. First, she must get
mairried. and then I will."

When his sister Shufni heard these words, she objected
sayimg, "I will never do something like that; I swear on
your head.” Malke turned to her and said, "My dear sister.
you are older than me; it is your right to marry before me."
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hufni cried and said to him, "Please, be quiet; I would
ither die than get married. With whom will | talk?"

When his mother and father heard their conversation,
1ey started to cry. Malke asked them with sorrow, "Why
re you crying? Is there anything wrong?" His family
nswered, "We are crying, because you did not obey us."
Aalke answered, "You already talked with me about this
ssue, and I gave you the proper answer. Now, let us wait
nd see what God wills." After these words, his family
ever uttered a word.

2.3.1 Malke Gets Engaged

Malke's Father made a feast and invited all the nobles
nd elders of the city. They stayed three days in his home
)ecause Malke had a wonderful time with them. During
hose days, Yuhanna often asked the servants whether
Aalke was happy or not. But he did not receive the answer
ie had wanted to hear. The servants said to him, "It would
lave been better if he was not your son. He ceased eating.
Irinking, or having fun. In fact, he sat down alone and
ooked very thoughtful. Feeling anxious about him, the
nsitors felt restless, t0o."

After this conversation, Yuhanna told his guests what had
\appened to Malke and asked them to discuss this matter
vith him. Showing great respect, they mvited Malke to sit
vith them, and pretending they knew nothing about his
inxiety, the guests started enquiring about few things, "What
re these things on your ears? Such things are not for you
ut for children,” they said. Malke answered them. "I am so
ittle compared to other people, but these things fit me."
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In the course of time, some guests reproached him
saying, "Why do not you talk with us? You look sorrowful.
Are you restless due to being with us?" Listening to their
questions, Malke began to open up, and started to socialize
with the guests. However, soon after, they asked him, "If
you are not bothered by our questions, we wouldlike to
continue this friendly conversation with you, but if you are
offended, we will bring it to an end.” Malke understood
their intention, so he said to them, "You can ask me about
anything." The guests resumed asking, "We want to ask a
favor of you. Will you give in to your father's request? If
you do so, we will be happy for you before we and your
family leave this mortal world. Malke granted their request
saying, "I'll do as you wish, because obedience yields long
life." Malke did not think of getting married, but only
wished to become a monk and withdraw from the material
world. After this conversation, the guests kept on
entertaining themselves.

His family was very happy for the decision of their
son. Then the guests left with satisfaction. Shufni,
Malke's sister, came 1n, held her brother, and as she
kissed him, tears of happiness streamed down her cheeks,
soaking Malke's face. She said to him as she cried, "I
swear on the milk that we have sucked, you'll make your
sister and the family extremely happy." Then Malke asked
Shufni to look for a girl with whom he would get married.
His sister requested that he choose the place that he
wanted her to go and search for a girl. In response to her,
Malke said, "I know you want the best girl for me. So, I
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7ill accept whatever your heart wishes for me." After
1lking with Malke, Shufni went to her father and
nnounced what her brother had said. The entire family
/as happy. Then Shufni and her father went to visit a
oble family of that region that had a daughter. While
itting with the girl's parents, they told them that their son
vould like to ask for their daughter's hand in marriage.
‘he girl's family requested that Yuhanna buy the things
hat they wanted for their daughter. Thrilled. Yuhanna
issed Rafqa, his wife, Shufni, his daughter and Malke, his
on.

2.3.2. Malke Contemplates Religious Life

Malke went to Elisha, who is the writer of his biography
o find out about his uncle, Mor Augin. Malke and Elisha
ised to be friends who shared all of their secrets. They had
romised each other to either choose religious or secular
ife. But when Elisha said that his uncle, Mor Augin, had
rone from there, Malke was disappointed.

After learning about his uncle's departure, Malke said
o Elisha, "Dear brother, what should we do now? I did not
‘now that he had left here, but [ wanted to know what he
vas doing." Elisha answered him, "If [ knew he had gone,
would have informed you. But I did not know anything
ibout his departure.” Then Malke suggested to Elisha to go
o Malfono Shmuel for consultation, as long as they were
iear where he lived. Upon meeting Malfono Shmuel,
hey wished him good health and said, "Greetings to
rou, Malfono (master) of truth and love, and greetings
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to your highness and to your dwelling. Malfono replied,
"Greetings to you." After being invited to sit, Malke and
Elisha asked Shmuel for permission to talk about a
private matter. First Malke noted, "We promised each
other to choose either religious life or secular life. Now,
my dear spiritual elder, I am Malke, your little student.

[ have a problem with my family: They insist on getting
me married, but that is not my wish. Malfono Shmuel
advised them, "Listen to me my dear children, and be
on guard against the evil one and his traps, because

his thoughts are mysterious and his ways are devious;
you should be careful.”

Malke and Elisha beseeched Malfono Shmuel saying,
"Your highness taught us to separate darkness from light;
therefore, please teach us how to pray more to find a safe
refuge for ourselves? The Malfono explained, "If you
follow the path of Jesus and take the holy cross as a
shield, the cross will be a strong rock and a castle that
will never budge. Remember how Joseph was protected
from the traps of the devil in Egypt; you, too, keep away
from his power and traps."

They welcomed the Malfono's advice with great
humility, and he warned them against breaking their
promises. When they asked him to let them see Mor
Augin, he explained, "It 1s the same God that Mor
Augin believes in and so do you. The Lord responds to

all your needs, when you act according to his will."”
Then they thanked him and left.
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Then they decided to leave in ten days if God wills.
hey went their separate ways. When arriving home,
lalke said to his father, "Dear Father, please give a feast,
ecause I would like to invite all of my friends and
ompanions and have a good time with them.” Yuhanna
id accordingly, and Malke invited all of his friends.
ompanions, and Elisha to the feast. They were eating,
rinking and having good time together. The family and
1ends of Malke were pleased to see him happy.

On that day, Malke said to Elisha, "I would ask my
amily to supply me with some food for a trip. On the
rst Tuesday of April. I would be waiting for you at the
ntrance of the place known as Trader's Road. Elisha
nswered, "I hope everything goes as you wish.”

'wo days later, all of the guests who had gone to
Aalke's feast went back home.

2.3.3 Malke Begs to Visit His Fiancée

Five days after that feast, Malke met with his father, his
10ther and his sister saying, "I have waited quite long for
our permission to go to my father-in-law’s housc and take
1€ presents, but you have not told me anything about 1t
et." His family, however, explained that he could do what-
ver he wished. But Malke objected saying, "Whoever
iterferes in his father's affairs, he is cursed, so I can not
emand those kinds of things". Yuhanna asked his son
bout the things that he wanted to take for his fiancée.
Aalke said that 1t 1s up to his parents to decide. So,
‘'uhanna allotted his son 100 dinars, 10 togas, one big
merald and five diamonds. Malke asked Sufinkus. his
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servant, to get him a horse. While Sufinkus was preparing
and ornamenting the horse, Malke's parents inquired about
the companion who would accompany him to the house of
his father-in-law. His sister expected to be the one who
would go with him, but so did his mother. However, Malke
swore that he would never take anyone with him. His
mother, on the other hand, was worried that her son going
alone could encourage people to gossip about her family.
While he was trying to calm her down, he could not stop
himself from crying. All the family members were crying,
their eyes focused on Malke, but they did not know the
cause of his crying. They were thinking that probably he
did not like the number of presents, or he was crying
because the presents were less than he expected. They
asked him 1f he was crying because they had not given
him earrings and gold. Malke denied those allegations

and said, "No, I swear I am not crying over such things."
Meanwhile he remembered a conversation with his sister
regarding the milk that their mother suckled both of them.

Malke looked sad and dejected due to his family
reaction, especially his sister for whom he had deep
affection. To console his family, he said, "The reason I am
crying is that if my uncle, Mor Augin, was here, he would
have come with me," but his parents noted, "Your uncle
has gone to the place that God ordered him to go, but our
joy and exultation would continue as long as you stay with
us. If you give us your consent, we would like to go with
you; otherwise, we will not. Malke smiled to calm them
down and said, "If I hadn't sworn, I would have accepted
your request. He set out with the presents that his parents had
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ven him. His family was thinking that he was going to

s father-in-law, not leaving this world for religious life.
Walking about one kilometer down the road, Malke saw

ree men who claimed they had neighbors in prison.

[alke asked them, "Who are you and where are you

ing?" Quite alarmed, the three men prostrated before

m, but Malke told them, "You only prostrate before God

1d show humility to his servant.” The men who had six

ien in prison explained to Malke, "Each of us has two

ien in jail, and in order to set them free we need 200

inars.” Getting off the horse, Malke gave the 10 togas to

vo men and a big emerald to the other man. tething them

» share these things equally among them. After being very

rateful to Malke, the three men said, "God be with you,"

1d then they hit the road.

2.4. Malke Decides to Enter Monastic Life

As he had promised Elisha, Malke arrived at Trader's
oad around noon time. At midday, he started reading the
salms. While Malke was praying, Elisha came close to
im and joined him in prayer. Done with prayer, they sat
nder a palm tree and Malke told everything he had hved
irough with his family and the neighbors of the prisoners.
lisha agreed with him about all the things that had
appened. Soon after, they discussed which way to go,
ad then decided to go east.

After walking ten kilometers, they met three blind men
ressed in rags and guided by two boys. Malke asked them
oout their destination, but the blind men dodged his
uestion and said, "Our food and clothes are insufficient;
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we are wretched, but we are still alive because of our faith
in God. Whoever supports us, we are praying for God to
help him." Malke took out 100 dinars and took off his
clothes and gave them to the blind men. Then Malke picked
up their rags, put them on, and all of them walked together.
While walking, they stopped everywhere looking for Mor
Augin. Then they found him with sixteen men who had
dedicated themselves to God.

Ten days later, Malke's parents were worried when
Malke didn't return home. His father sent three servants to
his father-in-law to enquire about him. When they arrived
there, the servants asked Malke's father-in-law about where
Malke has been and how long he has stayed with them.

His father-in-law explained to them that Malke has never
showed up, and he has not seen him yet. The servants said,
"Malke had taken some money, ten togas, one big emerald
and five diamonds from his father and set out to his
father-in-law's house." However, his father-in-law reiterated
that Malke has never come to their house and advised them
to get in touch with his father to find out where his son has
gone. Then Malke's father-in-law ordered his servants to
prepare dinner. But Bitabha, Malke's servant, said, "We will
not eat anything before we know where our master is.” All
of those who were there were sobbing their heart out.

The three servants of Yuhanna left there and went back
to their master. At the entrance of Yuhanna's house, Shufni.
Malke's sister, met Bitabha and enquired about where
Malke 1s. Bitabha, while looking down, was in full cry, and
then said, "Malke is still in his father-in-law's house."
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aufni did not believe Bitabha's answer and asked again,
’lease tell me the truth; why are you crymng?” Bitabha
¢plained, "I said something wrong to Malke, so he beat
e." The other servants reproached him saying, "Why don't
bu tell the truth?" Shufni begged him to tell the truth. The
her two servants told her that they checked with Malke's
tther-in-law, but he assured them that Malke had never
»me to his house. After hearing these words, Shufni was
ypalled, started to cry, and ripped her clothes up. Her father
1d mother went out when they heard her screaming and
sked her to explain what had happened. Shufnt's answer
as terrifying, "My brother 1s not with his father-in-law;
\:aybe he is dead or wounded!" Then Yuhanna asked
itabha about where Malke was. Bitabha could not look
im n the face, and all of the servants, as well as Bitabha,
arted to cry. Neighbors and people walking by came to
ieir home because of the cry and scream of anguish.
vhoever came 1n to find out why they were grief-stricken.
1e servants told them. "Malke 1s missing."

2.5. Yuhanna is looking for Malke

The nerghbors and the gusts who dropped in to see
uhanna were angry at him saying, "What a fool you are!
low dare you cry in front of the people? Why do you
espair without even knowing what has happened to your
on? Stand up and give monthly allowance to your ten
2rvants and send them to track your son down. Probably
e has gone to do business in another city, or gone
>mewhere on vacation.”" Yuhanna's response was, "You
ave given me a good piece of advice, but | know my son
uite well; he does not like business nor partymg. Reading
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is his only hobby." His guests, however, insisted that he
send the servants to look for him. Yuhanna followed their
advice, sending nine servants with Bitabha to search for
Malke. He paid all their expenses for five months, and
warned them not to come back before finding him.

The servants got ready immediately and hit the road,

in pairs, to find Malke.

After ten days when Bitabha was at Sistra village, he
saw one of the blind beggars to whom Malke had given his
clothes. He also had jewelry to sell. Bitabha asked him
about the price of the jewelry. The blind man answered,
"Its price 1s worth ten loaves of bread. Bitabha asked
again, "Who gave you these clothes? Did you get them
from your father? Or did you buy them from somewhere?"
The blind man noted, "I neither got them from my father
nor bought them. One day, however, when I was with two
other blind men guided by two little boys, I met two young
men who were well-talking. The older one gave us 100
dinars, five diamonds and the clothes which he had on. He
put on my rags and went away. We did not know where
they had gone and where they were from. What I have told
you 18 a fact.” He asked the blind man to give him a piece
of his clothes to show it to Malke's family. Bitabha
explained to the blind man, "If I show it to them, they
would know that I have some information about Malke."
The blind man agreed to give a piece of his clothes to
Bitabha. Then Bitabha, feeling guilty for taking some of
the blind man's clothes, prayed to God, asking him not to
count his act a sin.

These servants met with the other four servants while
they were going back home. Soon after, as they arrived at
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1e1r master's home, they told everything to Yuhanna.
Vhile the servants were talking with Yuhanna, Malke's
1other and sister, who were not there, arrived home.
afga, Malke's mother, sniffed a piece of Malke's clothes,
/hich was brought by Bitabha. She called Bitabha and
sked him in confusion, "Is my son Malke with you now?"
Jitabha regrettably said, "Unfortunately we did not see
am." But Rafqa reiterated, "I think I sensed the smell of
ny son." Meanwhile, Bitabha showed the dress of Malke
o them. Shufni, Malke's sister, moaned, "My dear brother,
vhat has happened to you?" Then Shufni lost
onsciousness and was speechless. Malke's mother was
iting her hands and plucking her hair, and his father was
iutting his head against the wall saying, "My son Malke!
Vhat should I do now? Where should I go? What wrong
lid we do to you? Why did you do these things to us?" All
he people of Qlysma came to them when they heard the
iews. As they got near Shufni, they realized that she lost
.onsciousness. They poured down some water on her face.
ind she began to regain consciousness. Rafga went mnto
vialke's room and started to break his bed. She was picking
ip ashes from the furnace and pouring them onto the wall
ind the door. Bitabha tried to console Yuhanna saying.
Please don't do this: It 1s not acceptable in the eyes of
sod. All of your alims and oblations are meaningless.
'Bitabha went to Rafqa and said the same things to her,

While Bitabha was consoling Rafqa, Shmuel. who was
vialke's teacher, entered Yuhanna's room. Shmuel
\ddressed Yuhanna, "I have heard about your improper
yehavior; these things are unfit for old men like you. Let us
issume you did not have a child; what would you do?
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[ know where your son is. [ know what he 1s doing. He has
chosen a beautiful profession for himself. You should not
worry about a man who does good deeds. It is unfair to
moan over those who make a judicious choice. If you calm
yourself down, then you will understand that your son has
done something justifiable.”

Yuhanna complains while telling the story of Malke's
birth to Malfono Shmuel, "You know how he was born,
how [ got glued to him, how I cared about his upbringing
and education. I had never failed to fulfill any of his
wishes.” The Malfono responded, "I believe you are
worried about losing your heir. But one year later, your
wife will give birth to a son and he will be your inheritor.”
He then left Yuhanna's house along with the other guests.
Two months later, Shufni died. Malke was devastated by
the loss of his sister. However, one year later, Rafqa gave
birth to a son, and he was called Malkshufni-a name
representing Malke and Shufni.

2.5.1. The Beginning of Malke's Monastic Adventure

After the arrival of Mor Augin, Malke and Elisha
entered the monastic life and stayed with him for four
years. They followed Mor Augin wherever he went. One
day, they asked Mor Augin for permission to go to
Jerusalem. Allowing them to go, he also warned them "not
to stay there too long." Then Mor Augin prayed for them
before they started the journey. One month later, upon
arrtving in Jerusalem, they visited the Holy Sepulcher and
other holy places, and there they were sanctified.

Then they went down to Egypt. to the Desert of Sketis
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modern Wadi 'n Natrun). Three years later, they returned

> Mor Augin, who was at the time staying at Mount [zlo,
ear the caves of Harshe Mount. There were other spiritual
rothers with Mor Augin. They were blessed by Mor Augin
s they entered into his room. They received blessing from
1e other brothers, too. Then they stayed there for a long
ime praying, fasting, and worshiping God. For them.

- was a second hermitage.

One day, Mor Augin took some of the faithful to Mor
’a'qub who was the bishop of Nusaybin. to receive God's
lessing. After being professed as monks and ordained as
eacons, they went back to their place. From there. cach of
hem went to a different location. Separated from the rest
or a few days, Malke looked for a place to stay in.
\pproaching the village of Anhel. he did not like that
rea, so he moved near the village of Arkah. He then
vent to Mor Augin Monastery where he could go pray
n every Sunday.

Miracles of Mor Malke
2.6. Mor Malke Saves a Boy Named
Shleymun from Satan

Mor Malke wanted to set up a monastery in those
ocations. One day, as he was walking around the ruins of
he Magi, he saw boys from Arkah village crying while
razing their tlocks. Looking aftraid of something. the boys
vore a fearful expression on their faces. However, when
hey saw Mor Malke walking in their direction. they ran
owards him seeking protection. Alt of the children there
rembled and gnashed their teeth because of their fear.
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Mor Malke understood that the children were afraid of the
power of Satan. He then asked them to explain what had
happened. A boy named Rhimo started to tell the truth,
"We saw a beautiful tree with good-looking fruit. We were
tempted into getting the fruit, and we began to encourage
each other to climb the tree, but none of us wanted to.
Shleymun, forced by us, climbed the tree, and as he was
picking the fruit, a black colored and very repulsive
creature moved from a hole under the tree and snatched

the boy and went down to the hole again. We did not know
what had happened and we did not know what we would
say to his family." Mor Malke said to them, "Calm your
friends down, sit and wait for what will happen.” Then he
knelt down, held his hands up, and started to pray aloud, "O
God, who 1s 1in heaven, have mercy upon the earth. You
have scared the devils with your radiance and have driven
them away, so have compassion on Shleymun, your servant,
and command Satan to set him free. Kneeling three times,
he said, "O boy who has been captive, I order that you
come out of your hide now." When Satan released the boy
unhurt, his body stank horribly. Soon after, Shleymun went
to Mor Malke's refuge. The other friends started praying to
God after they saw the miracle. Satan, who was the most
outstanding devil, addressed Mor Malke saying, "O you
repulsive old man! You ruined our plan. We wanted to
make this boy the leader of our gang." Gnashing his teeth,
he disappeared. Later, Mor Malke ordered the children to
take their flocks and go home.

Mor Malke gave the clothes of the rescued boy to
someone to wash them and get the smell of Satan out.
When Shleymun took those clothes off, his body emitted
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uch a pleasant smell of incense and myrrh that the other
oys envied him. When the children arrived at Arkah
1Hlage, they related to their parents what they had gone
hrough. Shleymun's parents asked him, "How did you get
his beautiful smell? Do you have something with you?"
shleymun answered them, "Today, I found a beautiful
reasure, and all of 1t 1s mine.” Failed to understand what
ie was saying, his parents asked him to talk calmly.
shleymun said that he could not tell them what had
1appened on that day, but if they asked Rhimo. son of
Zabda, he would explain everything.

They went to Rhimo asking him to explain the things
vhich had happened. After describing the incident. Rhimo
aid, "If that righteous man were not there. you would never
1ave seen your son. He anointed him with this
yleasant perfume after Shleymun's body emitted the stink of
satan. Then Shieymun's parents wanted to know if the
1ghteous man who saved their son was still there. "I don't
(now, but when we were leaving. he was still standing
here,” explained Rhimo. At once Shleymun's parents
ieaded to that place to see the man. but they found no one.
[hey saw the tree. which Shleymun had climbed, torn apart
ind upon its remnants stood a cross made of stone.

After the children had gone from that area. Mor Malke
ifted up his hands to heaven with prayer and supplication.
ind said, "O Almighty and holy God who is in heaven and
vorthy of all adoration, destroy with your invisible power
ind magnificent glory all the devils of this place so that 1
-an build a monastery here. I will not build 1t for myself
ut for your sake. I know he who fears God, you will not
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let him down." Meanwhile, a voice from Heaven said,
"O Mor Malke, my servant, before you drive away Satan
and destroy his whole power, make a sign of the cross!"

Mor Malke, empowered by God, went to the place
where there were devils and hit the ground with his scepter.
Satan gnashed his teeth at Mor Malke, God's servant, but
Mor Malke ordered him saying, "Get away from here, and
as the Lord ordered you, leave without resistance. After
these words, the ground cracked open, and the devils ran
away like frightened little goats, asking Mor Malke, "Have
you come from Qlysma to put us into trouble? It is not fair
evicting us from our homes. We heard a lot about your
compassionate family, but you did not have pity on us."
Mor Malke sent them away saying, "Do not talk anymore.
You have no right to stay here." After the devils left, a
beautiful scent emanated from that place. Right in the
place, which the devils were forced to abandon, Mor Malke
bowed down 1n prayer for forty times, made a sign of the
cross on the stones, and cleared up the mess.

He then traveled to the holy dwelling of Mor Augin,
his uncle. He received the benediction first from Mor
Augin, and then from his friends. There were seventy two
spiritual brothers fighting against the power of Satan.
Mor Augin asked Malke what he did during the day. Mor
Malke's answer was that he did not go anywhere and he
did not do anything. Mor Augin responded, "I know you
performed a miracle with the help of God. It is written in
the Bible, "Let your light shine before men, that they may
see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
(Matthew 5:16). Your speech will protect from evil, and
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1e Devil can not defy you. Go and build a monastery
1ere in the name of Jesus Christ.”

2.7. Mor Malke Builds His Monastery

Upon receiving the prayers and blessings of his fellow
rethren, Mor Malke took holy ol from his uncle and went
5 the site he loved, where he wanted to build his
nonastery and he blessed it. A month later, he started to
uild the monastery. While he was there. Vahban from
\rkah visited him, along with some of his village friends,
nd asked him if he was the man who saved his son
hleymun from Satan's trap. Mor Malke answered, "It was
ot me but God the Almighty.” Vahban and his companions
old him that while they understood that it was the power
f God that saved their child. they also believed that Mor
Aalke's prayers made that miracle happen. To show therr
ratitude, they offered to help him in any way they can.
JAor Malke told them, "All who help with the construction
f this monastery, God will help them.” All villagers then
oined in helping build the monastery.

2.8. Roman Emperor Constantine
Calls for Mor Malke's Help

After driven by Mor Malke. the satan who loves the
nalice and is the enemy of all goodness.went to Byzantine
nd entered into the soul of the daughter of Emperor
“onstantine. The daughter of Emperor Constantine was
ossessed by the devil. Sounds emanating {from her body
ould be heard saying, "Salvation is not possible without
he presence of Malke of Qlysma.” The girt's family was
errified, so Emperor Constantine decided to bring Mor
Valke for help.
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He sent his servants searching for Mor Malke and
ordered them not to come back without him. Ephrem, the
head servant along with five servants, traveled to Malke's
place and found him. They explained the reason for their
visit and gave him a letter from the Emperor. The letter
was brief and said,

Salute to Malke of Qlysma from Constantine. We need
to see you urgently. We have to discuss an important matter
with you."

After a three-day stay, the servants asked Mor Malke if
he could travel back together with them to the Emperor.
Mor Malke told them to go back by themselves and he
would catch up with them later. Because of the Emperor's
stern instructions, the servants were afraid of leaving
without him. Mor Malke promised them that he would
catch up with them on the way, and then they would travel
to the Emperor all together.

Ephrem and his companions trusted Mor Malke and
accepted his promise. After they departed, Mor Malke went
to his uncle Mor Augin with the emperor's letter and asked
permission to go to Constantine. Both prayed and Mor
Augin gave his blessing saying, "Go to the Emperor. May
the power of God be with you." After receiving the
blessings, Mor Malke started his journey.

On his way back to the monastery, he met seven old
men in a village. They were tied to donkeys and possessed
by the devil. Mor Malke prayed for them and they were all
healed.
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2.8.1. Mor Malke in Constantinople

One month after the Emperor's servants left Mor Malke,
e packed some Holy Communion bread called tab'o with
im and started his journey to Constantinople. As he
romised, he caught up with them before arriving to
'onstantinople. On the way he met five men inflicted with
:prosy. They begged for mercy. “Malkeof Qlysma, have
iercy on us!” It 1s said that this was planned by Ephrem,
1e head servant, in order to test Mor Malke, who healed
Il five men, and when Ephrem and his companions
:arned of this, they became strong believers. As they
ntered the city of Constantinople, evil voices from the
ossessed girl's body could be heard, "O Mor Malke, see
'hat happened to me because of you!" The Emperor knew
1at was a sign that Mor Malke has arrived.

Soon Ephrem entered the Emperor's room and
nnounced the arrival of Mor Malke. He spoke of the
iracles he and the others had witnessed on their way
efore they have been entered to the city.

The Emperor asked to bring Mor Malke to him. Mor
Talke was escorted 1n, and he saluted the Emperor and
ras seated next to him. Mor Malke offered fresh Holy
'ommunion bread to Emperor Constantine, who received a
iece of the holy bread as a blessing and instructed his
>rvants to store the remainder and handle 1t very carefully.

The Emperor then turned to Mor Malke and greeted him
1ying, "We are blessed and honored by your presence. Our
aughter Lanassis 1s possessed by the devil who constantly
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cries out, "If Malke of Qlysma does not come here you wil
not be saved.” Malke asked to the empereor, where his
daughter was. Mor Malke asked to have the girl be brought
to him. The Emperor recommanded from Ephrem to
brought the girl. When the girl entered the room and looked
at Mor Malke, there was a fearful look on her face.

Loud and harrowing sounds could be heard
shouting, "Malke of Qlysma, did you come to drive us
away from here?" The girl's body was violently shaking
and she was thrown on the floor. Her body turned black
and she was gnashing her teeth. Her father wept as he
witnessed his daughter's pain and suffering. After this
harrowing sounds, mother of the girl entered to the room
and started to cry. Everyone in the room was crying out
of fear as well as sympathy.

2.8.2. Mor Malke Heals the Emperor's Daughter

Mor Malke requested silence in the room. The Emperor
ordered all to be silent. Mor Malke raised his hands and
started praying, "O Heavenly Physician who heals patients
for free, works miracles, and exorcises evil spirits; O Christ,
the Son of God, born of the Virgin Mary by his will, who
healed the widow's son and Peter's mother-in-law. Please
Lord heal this girl who 1s your servant. I ask for this not for
my honor but yours.” As Mor Malke finished with his
prayers, he turned to the girl and called her by her name and
commanded, "Stand up by the power of Jesus Christ." He
then held her by the hand and she stood up as if she just
woke up from a deep sleep. The demons that had control
over her body vanished like fog in front of everyone's eyes.
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With the girl fully cured and in good health, Mor Malke
salked her over to her anxious mother. Mor Malke
ommanded in the name of Jesus and by the power of God
1at the vanishing demons be confined in a sealed room n
1€ emperor's prison.

Mor Malke stayed as a guest in the emperor's palace
or seven more days. During that time he healed many
ick people. When it was time for him to return to his
1onastery, the Emperor appealed to him to stay longer.
Aor Malke apologized for not being able to stay longer
nd thanked him for his hospitality. The Emperor thanked
1m and wanted to show his gratitude for all that he has
one by making a donation of his choice. Mor Malke
efused to accept any donation. asserting that all was done
nrough the power of God and not himself. The Emperor.,
ecognizing and acknowledging that no donation or

contribution to Mor Malke could match what the
.ord has conferred upon this man. insisted on making a
lonation of 1,000 dinars to Mor Malke in support of the
onstruction of the monastery. Mor Malke objected again,
tating that this amount was much more than the
onstruction requires: therefore. he couldn't accept it.

The Emperor was obliged to offer a smaller amount.
00 dinars. Mor Malke said the designated amount was
nuch more than the project needed. and that 100 dinars
vould be more than enough. Finally, the emperor gave
00 dinars and insisted that Mor Malke take it. As he
ccepted the donation, Mor Malke thanked his graceful
ost and prayed for him, asking the Lord to bless and
rotect him and his family: “God bless you for the eternal
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who spoke to the devil and asked, "My friend, where are
you coming from? What are you carrying on your head?
Where are you taking 1t?" The devil replied: "If you want
[ will find another one for you, so we would keep each
other company.” The second Neb'un answered, "No,
thanks, this thing does not suit me." The devil, unhappy
with Mor Malke following him and keeping him tied to the
washbasin, he gnashed his teeth and tried to toss it away.
Mor Malke drew his cross and commanded him to keep
walking. After a long and tiresome journey, Mor Malke
finaltly arrived to the monastery. "Put the washbasin down,"
Mor Malke commanded the devil, who did as he was told
and then stood up. Mor Malke asked him why he stood up.
He said, "You are back in your house now, please let me be
free." But Mor Malke did not want to let him go free and
said to him, "You are not here for comfort and peace. You
will be in torment and pain. You will no longer bother
anyone who believes in our Lord Jesus Christ."

2.9. Shleymun Joins Mor Malke

One day Mor Malke was visited by Vahban of Arkah
and his son Shleymun. Vahban appealed to Mor Malke to
fet his son Shleymun be with him in the monastery and
teach him to become a deacon. Mor Malke was concerned
at first because he knew that Shleymun was unfamiliar
with church rules and did not have any education.
Shleymun appealed to Mor Malke and promised he would
work hard and be ready to accept consequences if Mor
Malke disapproved of him or his conduct and performance.
including returning to his family. Touched by appeals from
Shleymun and his father and impressed by their attitude
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nd enthusiasm, Mor Malke agreed to let Shleymun

tay with him in his monastery. Mor Malke told Vahban

1at it was God's will that intervened to help his son

arlier when Mor Malke saved him, and also when Mor
Aalke accepted him in the monastery. Shieymun's father
'ahban was so happy that his eyes welled with tears of joy.
le told Mor Malke that he was privileged that his son

sas entrusted by God and him.

Mor Malke started educating Shleymun with wholesome
“hristian education including Christian doctrine, psalms
nd hymns, etc. Shleymun, hungry for such learning and
nthusiastic about it, absorbed all of Mor Malke's teaching
/ith remarkable speed and efficiency. This teaching had a
reat influence on him and his life. His continued
ssociation with Mor Malke and his teaching instilled in
im great character and values. He eventually emerged
s a mature young man, well principled in matters of
astice and honesty, well versed on matters of religion,
nd deeply committed to Christ and Christian principles.

Seven years later, Mor Malke was satisfied that
hleymun has learned well whatever Mor Malke has taught
im and was impressed by his development. He told him
e believes that his mission and his father's wish were
ccomplished and he should now consider going back to
is family. Shleymun, on the other hand, was interested in
1onastic life. Mor Malke told him that monastic life was
ot easy. Shleymun said that if he didn't go through the
>arning experience he had with Mor Malke over the last
even years he might have considered going back. He was a
hanged man now, he said. He felt he has a duty to God that
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he wanted to fulfill and he expressed strong commitment to
doing it. Few days later, Mor Malke tonsured him as a
monk. After his tonsure, Shleymun served with Malke for
many years. He performed his duties with grace and strong
commitment to the Lord. Years later, the construction of the
monastery was finally completed and it was just as beautiful
as Mor Malke had envisioned it. Once opened, new priests,
deacons, and visitors started to come in large numbers.

2.9.1. Mor Malke Heals a Man in Jerusalem

Mor Malke always aspired to go on a pilgrimage to
Jerusalem and his came true. On his way to Jerusalem, at
Damascus Market, he saw a blind man who was also deaf
and a cripple. The man was laid on the ground at
Damascus Market. Mor Malke went to him and prayed for
him, anointed him with holy oil, and appealed to the Lord
to help him. Mor Malke proceeded on his way to
Jerusalem. While in Jerusalem, he visited the Church of
Holy Sepulcher and other holy places. He brought with
him many religious icons which he later donated to various
churches. On his return journey from Jerusalem, he stopped
in Damascus and visited the same man he met in the
market on his way to Jerusalem. As he saw him, he prayed
silently for him and made the following appeal to the Lord,
"Heavenly Father who empowers his disciples and heals
the sick, by the grace of the Virgin Mary and the prayers of
the Saints please restore the health of this man."”

Mor Malke drew closer to the man and held his hand and
said to him, "By the name of Jesus Christ, stand up in full
health.” The man stood up in shock, able to see, hear and
talk. The people of Damascus were amazed and stood in awe
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nd gave praise to the Lord as they witnessed this miracle

y Mor Malke. They asked him to stay with them, but Mor
Aalke politely declined their invitation so he could continue
is journey. While in Damascus. he blessed the crowds and
ealed many patients before leaving back to his monastery

2.9.2. Mor Malke Heals a Man Called Autel

Upon his return to his monastery, Mor Malke was
reeted by Shleymun and the other priests. He was happy
0 see that they were still strongly committed to their faith
nd service to God. They told him about a man named
\utel, who had taken refuge in the monastery along with
ive companions. Autel, who was a cripple, was praying
nd listening to mass from his bedside. When he heard of
he arrival of Mor Malke, he wanted his companions to
arry him to Mor Malke. When Mor Malke learned of his
ondition, he decided to go to him himself. As he entered
he room and approached Autel, Autel started to cry. Mor
JMalke asked him why was he crying and what was wrong
vith him. Autel told him his story. He said that he was
he son of Job from the city of Assyria. His father, a
easonably wealthy man, owned a fair amount of live-
tock. One day when Autel was taking a flock of sheep to
)asture, something happened to him that crippled him.
{e was 18 years of age at that ttme. His father took him
o the best doctors in the area, but they couldn't help him
lespite their exorbitant and burdensome fees. Upon
iearing of Mor Malke and his miracles, Autel wanted to
ome to Mor Malke for help. So he asked to be taken to
JMor Malke's monastery. He appealed to Mor Malke
nd begged him for help.
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Mor Malke said to him that any help he could provide
comes only through our Savior Jesus Christ. Mor Malke
put the golden cross he wore on his neck, along with other
articles he brought with him from Jerusalem, into holy
water and blessed them. Three days later, he washed Autel
with this holy water and anointed him with holy oil. That
day, Autel attended the holy Mass at the monastery's
chapel. Mor Malke held Autel's hand and helped him go
near a holy statue of Jesus Christ. At the end of the Mass,
Autel walked out of the chapel on his own. He was healed
by the prayers of Mor Malke and the power of God.

Autel stayed in the monastery for fifteen more days.
When 1t was time for him to leave, he told Mor Malke that
although it was time to leave, deep down 1n his heart he
wanted to stay. When Autel asked Mor Malke for advice,
he told him to go back to his family and tell them of the
good news of his healing first and then discuss with them
his wish to join the monastery. If they had no objections to
it, he could then come back and join the monastery. If, on
the other hand, they did not prefer that, he should then stay
with his family.

When Autel returned back to his family and told them
the miraculous story of his healing, they were in awe and
gave thanks to the Lord. They knew that it was a miracle as
they have given up hope after all doctors failed. Three
months later, Autel discussed the matter of joining Mor
Malke's monastery with his family. He told them that he is
now a strong believer in the Lord and that it was Mor
Malke and his miracle that showed him the light. He asked
for permission to join Mor Malke's monastery. His family
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animals. Autel chased them and caught them. He tied their
hands and brought them to Mor Malke and asked what
should be done with them. Surprising everyone, Mor
Malke told Autel to set them free without any harm.
Explaining, he told Autel that "it was only God who sits in
judgment of people as he will judge those thieves for their
actions.” He also told Autel to sell all of his material
possessions because they could sway him away from the
way of the Lord. Autel let the thieves go free and heeded
Mor Malke's advice by selling all of his possessions and
giving the proceeds to the poor and needy. He felt like a
new man. In preparation for monastic life, he started living
in God's way through prayer, fasting, humility and
compassion for others. He felt spiritually rejuvenated and
with newly acquired discipline and will power, he took
control over his body and mind. After completing his
monastic preparations, Mor Malke tonsured Autel as
amonk. He lived as a monk for the rest of his life.

2.11. Mor Malke Heals a Child

One day a man from Great Kafro village brought his
sick son to Mor Malke hoping that he would heal him.
His son had a stomach illness which caused him to vomit
all the food he ate. With his prayers and by the power of
the Lord, Mor Malke healed the child. After this, the man
made an offering to God and committed himself to fasting,
prayer and charity. He promised to continue to do so until
he became worthy in the eyes of God.

With this commitment and new way of life, he became a
changed man. All signs of hatred. jealousy, trickery.,
arrogance and other undesirable qualities disappeared from
his behavior and were replaced with humility, love of God
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nd fellow man, and compassion to the poor. As a sign of
umility and austerity, he wore an iron belt on his waist. His
ew character earned him love and respect from everyone.
‘his was yet another example of the positive influence Mor
Aalke had on people he came in contact with, which made a
ng difference n their lives and in their character.

2.12. Mor Malke's Testament

As Mor Malke felt his death was near. he gathered his
tudents and friends, Shleymun and Autel among them,
ind told them, "Dear friends. hsten well to me now. I want
'/ou to continue praying and fasting. Keep your chastity
ind purity. Love one another and be in peace with each
rther. Beat wickedness with the kindness. And as you do all
hese things, your blessings will never cease.”

After giving them his last testament. Mor Malke lit
ncense and started praying. "O God Atmighty who brought
ne to this world, answer your servant's prayers and wishes.
’lease protect from famine and disasters anyone who asks
/ou in my name. Lord heal the blind, the sick. the paralytics.
ind all those harmed by Satan. Give your blessings.
tbundant fruits, happy and long hfe to all who appeal 10
/ou for blessings from my monastery.

Bless their homes and farms. and protect them from all
1arm. Whoever destroys this monastery, may the Lord sit
n his judgment on them."

2.13. Death of Mor Malke

After completing his prayers and petitions. Mor Malke
rassed away at the age of 93. On the day he died. April 21,
315, it 1s said that beautiful dew, with a lovely scent, was
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MOR MALKE MONASTERY

3.1. Mor Malke Monastery as a Diocesan Center

Mor Malke Monastery has a special significance to the
yyriac community. It was a major diocesan center for the
yyriac-speaking people that settled near the mount Izlo
rea. Known as Beth Rishe, this diocesan center thrived for
early 600 years, from the end of the Fourteenth Century
ntil the unfortunate events leading to the destruction of
Aor Malke Monastery in 1926. The following is a
hronological tist of names of the metropotitans who
erved in the monastery:

L.

N S ATl o

10.
I1.

Mor Diosqoros Behnam bar Shem'un Qaqr of

Arbo, or Zugaqi. 1397-1401. He was ordained as a
mapheryono (Catholicos) in 1415 and died mn 1417.
Mor Yuhanon Addai. (d. 1432).

Mor Barsaumo. (d. 1457).

Mor Malke, (d.1465).

Mor Philoxenos Abrohom of Beth Man'am. 14706).
Mor Severios Gharib of Beth Man'am. (d. 1479).
Gabriel, (d. 1492).

Mor Iwannis of Arbo. killed in 1505.

Metropolitan 'Abdullahad and Metropolitan
Ya'qub, 1535 of the Greeks (1535 A.D.) "™

Mor Philoxenos Yuhanon, 1553-1559.

Mor Iwannis Ehiyo of Hbob, 1560-1579.

-The Holy Bible in Mor Malke Monastery. in Syriac. hand writing. 1793
tumi (M. 1482), Last page of the short history.
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3.2. The Destruction of Mor Malke Monastery

Ms. Gertrude Bell, historian and archeologist, who
/srote about the monasteries and the churches of Turabdin
1entioned her visit to Mor Matke Monastery in 1909. A
hotograph, in which she appeared in front of the
qonastery, as well as a map of the church she drew during
er visit, was included in the second edition of her book,
’he Churches and Monasteries of Turabdin (1982), which
vas edited and introduced by Marhia Mundell Mango.
iyewitness accounts of that pertod further confirm and
elate aspects and descriptions of the monastery.

During two anti-government Kurdish rebellions in the
eginning of the Nineteenth Century (Sheikh Sait rebellion
f 1925 and the Hadjo rebellion of 1926). the area went
hrough considerable violence which had a direct impact on
Aor Malke Monastery and other Christian churches in the
rea. Mount Izlo was taken over by Hadjo and his fettow
ebels as a refuge. The government in return responded with
epressive measures to end rebellions and capture the rebels

As a result, the government army launched some
ndiscriminate attacks against the rebels which resulted in
lamaging and destroying many churches and monasteries.

Mor Malke Monastery had 1ts misfortune: 1t was not
pared this violence and it was destroyed in 1926." Except

2- The Churces And Monasteries Of Turabdin, Gertrude Bell,
Vith An Intoduction And Notes By Marlia Mundell Mango. London.
982, Preface And.p.140.
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for Beth Qadishe ("House of the Saints") and Church of the
Virgin Mary and few arches, Mor Malke Monastery was
destroyed. Beth Qadishe was in a basement and the Church
of the Virgin Mary was at the center of the monastery,
which explains why they were spared some damage. After
the monastery was taken over by Hadjo and his followers,
the Metropolitan of the monastery, Mor Severios Shmuel
and 30 people from the monastery, were forced to flee to
Syria during the days of Nineveh fast. Because of severe
winter conditions, all of them died on the way."”

Historian Father Jean Maurice Fiey, describing the
events that transpired at that time, writes. In 1926 Mor
Malke Monastery was the most damaged building from the
army who was trying to stop the Haco uprising. The last
Metropolitan of the monastery, Severios Shmuel, died at
Mount Gugal while he was trying to escape from the
rebels. He was 79 years old. As a result, many people from
Beth Rishe Diocese left for Mosul and Sinjar. "

13- Reportage: Maravge Altuntas. Midyat. 2005.

14- Corpus Scriptorum Chrisianorum Orientalium Editum Consihio,
Universitatis Catholicae Americae Et Universitatis Catholicae Lovanensis,
vol.338. Subsidia Tome 54. Nisibe. Metrepole Syriaque Orientale et Ses
Suftragants Des Origines A Nos Jours. par Jean-Maurice Fiey, Louvain,
Secretariat Du Corpus SCO 49 Waversebaen. 1977. p. 143.
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Other eyewitnesses to the destruction of the Mor
Aalke Monastery included Lahdo Olmez and his friend.
Iis son Tedaris Olmez narrated stories he had heard from
us father, "We were watching the destruction of the
nonastery. After the monastery was surrounded by
oldiers, dust, fume and fire erupted into the sky.

Ne thought it was a big earthquake. Some thought 1t
vas the end of the world when we heard the explosions.
\fter half an hour of explosions and devastation, the
nonastery was leveled to the ground. It looked like it
vas never there." "

Other monasteries and the churches destroyed by the
vents of that time include:

1. Mor Eliyo Monastery ~ssm Jocated to the north
f Hbob village.

2. The Church of the Virgin Mary and Mor Sarkis &
Jakus in the village of Hbob.

3. Dayro Daslibo (The Monastery of the
_ross), &= an old monastery that was converted into
.small village known today as Catalcam in Turkish.

4. The Church of Mor Dodo in the village of Beth
birino (Bsorino) e*icax.cio

5. The Hadjo Pavilion in the village of Badibbe.

5- Reportage: Priest Aziz Celik, from Tedaris Olmez (son of Lahdo Olmez
0.12.2004 Mor Malke Monastery.)
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Additional information comes from other reliable

sources. Orders to destroy Mor Gabriel Monastery

=t ¥ were given to an army commander who
entered the monastery and explained to the person in
charge that he 1s under mstructions from government
authorities to destroy the monastery: The leader of the
monastery responded by saying, "We have faith and believe
that this monastery will not be destroyed until the ending
of time because the foundation of this monastery was laid
by Mor Shmuel and Mor Shem'un with the help of an ange
from God who promised that this monastery would not be
destroyed until doomsday."

Hearing this, the commander responded, "Regardless of
what you say, I have an order to destroy it. I am waiting foi
a second order to start my mission.”" The leader of the
monastery answered, "We will see.” Shortly after that the
commander received a second order.

When he read it, he was stunned and confused. The new
order he received was not to do any harm to the monastery,
completely negating the first order. He went back to the
monastery and gave the good news, "l am very amazed that
what you said was true. I would like to congratulate to
you." Thus, Mor Gabriel Monastery was spared any harm.

3.3. Rebuilding Mor Malke Monastery

Mor Malke Monastery lays in ruins until 1950. A gener-
ous and faithful man named Paulus Oz from the village of
Arkah (Harabale). motivated by his faith and enthusiasm,
was determined to rebuild the monastery using his own
resources even though his means were modest and Imited.
His strong commitment and drive to rebuild the monastery
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long time in the Monastery. Two more priests also joined
o the priesthood adventure in the term of Priest Isho. Here

hey are:
1- Rabban Aziz Celik
2- Rabban Gabriyel Can

3.5.6. Rabban Gabriyel Cati:
He was appointed to Mor Gabriel Monastery [st
Jctober1999. Now he is at Mor Malke Monastery.

3.5.7. Biography of Rabban Aziz Celik:

Son of Gevriye and Seyde i1s Aziz Celik was born at
February 1968 near by the Arkah (Harable) Uckoy. After
omplating his elementery education in his Village, he
1ad Syriac education at the school of Mor Efrem and Mor
Teodoros Church. A few months after completing his
military obligation in 1991, he settled to Mor Malke
Monastery to become a priest. At 09.01.1994 he was
blessed for the religious life and ordained as Incil-i
Shimmas (Deacon) by Metropolitan of Turabdin
Samuel Aktas At 02.02.2002 appointed to clergyman by
Metropolitan of Turabdin Samuel Aktag He sull living 1n
Monastery and helping to Isho Aktas.

3.6. Sahro (Feast) of Mor Malke

The Church of Syrian except the birthdays of Mother
Mary and John the baptist celebrates the day of death of
the Saints. and ignores the birthday of them. Because most
of their families were pagan or unfaithful. All of the
churches carry on the mother of Mother Mary, saints,
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disciples and the martyr's name. Most of them are universal
and some of them are local. Usually, every village and
country celebrates its own feast. . Some of the churches
and monasteries feasts are celebrate in local.

Shahro (feast) of Mor Malke celebrates in just the 1st of
September with a great exuberance as locally. After the
noon of the 31st August to 1st September, Syrians rushes
into Monastery from everywhere to wish the intercession
of Mor Malke Everyone joins to the praying was organized
by the name of Saint Mor Malke. The church sworn with
the faithful. The happiness and the joy at the face of the
guests conspicuous easily. This feast has an opportunity to
see the other guest comes from the  distance places. After
presenting the dinner to the guests, deacons sing the hymns
to the latest of the night. This things has done are called as
Shahro in Synac is a tradition.

Everybody joins to the earlier Morning Prayer and to
the mess with a great faith. After the mess, there is a
preach about the life of Mor Malke. Everyone takes the
blessing from the bones of the Saint. Breakfast presents
after the mess then the community breaks up.

3.7. Recent Miracles
Occurred at Mor Malke Monastery
The Christian faith is essentially based upon miracles
performed by our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ gave that power
to his disciples who performed many miracles in his name.
By the same token, the saints and the Fathers of the church
-as we see it in the life span of Mor Malke- although
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wman, as they practiced their faith fully and had great hope
ind showed much love and good deeds, they inherited this
yower through faith in the Lord, and they too performed
niracles almost compatible to those of the apostles.

The Abbot of Mor Malke Monastery, Rabban Isho
Atash, witnessed two miracles in recent ycars. He relates
he events as follows: "In 1984 a Mushm family came to
vior Malke Monastery. They had a 15- year- old son who
1ad a neurological disorder. The boy was so restless that he
vas tied up to a donkey. They brought him into the
nonastery with great difficulty. The mother ot the boy
\pproached and kissed the Bible with much faith. The
wusband, however, scolded her for what she did. She turned
o him and said, "You scold me because | kissed the Bible
sehieving our son will be healed. why then do you think we
:ame here for?" The young man was tied up to a column
n the church since he was so restless. After one hour. the
»oy came to himself. He was healed. He walked back
1ome calmty with his parents.

Years later in Sweden, a Midyat-born lady by the name
f Semire had similar neurological disorder like the
VIuslim boy. Her relatives brought her to Mor Malke
Vionastery with great faith and hope. She was n agony and
creaming continuously. After staying overnight at the
nonastery, she was healed completely and retuned to her
amily a happy woman. This lady sends gifts to the
nonastery on an annual basis.
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Conclusion:

Mor Malke Monastery lies in a secluded area at the
center of Mount Izlo in the Turabdin area. It 1s a holy site
with a special significance and meaning in the hearts and
minds of the Syriac faithful. It has an indelible mark on the
history of the Syriac Church of that region, having stood as
a strong symbol of Christian faith since its inception in the
4th century. Despite all adversities and hardships, it still
stands tall as the mountain it stood on for the last 1600
years. Notwithstanding all of the miraculous events
associated with Mor Malke and this monastery, the
monastery itself is considered an important historical
religious site. It is also a beautiful structure with beautiful
construction reminiscent of ancient Syriac architecture
which has to be seen to be appreciated.

The monastery survives now under the stewardship of
the diligent Abbot Rabban Isho Atash, and it is open for

visitors at any time during the year.

May God preserve Mor Malke Monastery forever.
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